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THE LIFE OF
SIR THOMAS BROWNE.

~4HOUGH the writer of the follow-
® ing Essavs feems to have had the
fortune common among men of
letters, of raifing little curiofity after his
private life, and has, therefore, few me-
morials preferved of his felicities or mif-
fortunes; yet, becaufe an edition of a

. pofthumous work appears imperfe and

negle@ed, without fome account of the
author, it was thought neceffary to attempt

the gratification of that curiofity which

naturally inquires, by what peculiarities of
nature or fortune eminent men have been
diftinguifhed, how uncommon attainments
have been gained, and what influence

b
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learning has had on its poffeffors, or virtue
on its teachers.

Sir THomAs BRowNE was born at Lon-
don, in the parifh of St. Michael in Cheap-
fide, on the 1gth of O&ober, mpcv.! His
father was a merchant of an antient family
at Upton in Chefhire. Of the name or
family of his mother, I find no account.

Of his childhood or youth, there is little
known ; except that he loft his father very
early ; that he was, according to the com-
mon fate of orphans,® defrauded by one of
his guardians; and that he was placed for
his education at the fchool of Winchefter.

His mother, having taken three thoufand
pounds,® as the third part of her hufband’s .
property, left her fon, by confequence, fix
thoufand; a large fortune for a man deftined
to learning, at that time when commerce

1 Life of Sir THomMAs BrownE, prefixed to the antiquities
of Norwich.
2 Whitefoot’s charater of Sir THomas BrowNE in a mar-

ginal note.
3 Life of Sir Tuomas BRowNE.




Sir Thomas Wrotwne. xi

had not yet filled the nation with nominat
riches. But it happened to him as to many
others, to be made poorer by opulence ; for
his mother foon married Sir Tuomas DuT-
TON, probably by the inducement of her
fortune; and he was left to the rapacity of
his guardian, deprived now of both his pa-
rents and therefore helplefs and unprotected.

He was removed in the beginning of
the year mMpcxxinr from Winchefter to
Oxford; and entered a gentleman-com-
moner of Broadgate-Hall,® which was foon
afterwards endowed, and took the name of
Pembroke-College, from the EArL oF PEm-
BROKE, then chancellor of the Univerfity.
He was admitted to the degree of bachelor
of arts, January 31, Mpcxxvi-viI; being,
as Woop remarks, the firft man of emi-
nence graduated from the new college, to
which the zeal or gratitude of thofe that
love it moft, can wifth little better, than
that it may long proceed as it began.

! Wood's Athenz Oxonienfis.
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Having afterwards taken his degree of
mafter of arts, he turned his ftudies to
phyfick, and practifed it for fome time in
Oxfordfhire ;! but foon afterwards, either
induced by curiofity, or invited by pro-
mifes, he quitted his fettlement, and ac-
companied his father-in-law,®* who had
fome employment in Ireland, in a vifitation
of the forts and caftles, which the ftate of
Ireland then made necefary.

He that has once prevailed on himfelf to
break his connexions of acquaintance, and
begin a wandering life, very eafily conti-
nues it. Ireland had, at that time, very
little to offer to the obfervation of a man
of letters : he, therefore, pafled into France
and Italy ;* made fome ftay at Montpellier
and Padua, which were then the celebrated
fchools of phyfick; and returning home
through Holland, procured himfelf to be
created Do&or of Phyfick at Leyden.

! Woob. 2 Life of Sir Tromas BRowNE.
% Ibid.
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When he began his travels, or when he
concluded them, there is no certain ac-
count; nor do there remain any obferva-
tions made by him in his paffage through -
thofe countries which he vifited. To con-
fider, therefore, what pleafure or inftru&ion
might have been received from the remarks
of a man fo curious and diligent, would
be voluntarily to indulge a painful reflec-
tion, and load the imagination with a wifh,
which, while it is formed, is known to be
vain. It is, however, to be lamented, that
thofe who are moft capable of improving
mankind, very frequently negle& to com-
municate their knowledge ; either becaufe
it is more pleafing to gather ideas than to
impart them, or becaufe to minds naturally
great, few things appear of fo much im-
portance as to deferve the notice of the
publick.

About the year mpcxxxiv, he is fup-
pofed to have returned to London;! and

! Biographia Britannica.
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the next year to have written his cele-
brated treatife, called Rericio Mebpici,
“The Religion of a Phyfician,” which he
declares himfelf never to have intended for
the prefs, having compofed it only for his
own exercife and entertainment.! It, in-
deed, contains many paffages, which, rela-
ting merely to his own perfon, can be of
no great importance to the publick: but
when it was written, it happened to him
as to others, he was too much pleafed with
his performance, not to think that it might
pleafe others as much; he, therefore, com-
municated it to his friends, and receiving, I
fuppofe, that exuberant applaufe with which
every man repays the grant of perufing a
manufcript, he was not very diligent to ob-
ftru& his own praife by recalling his papers,
but fuffered them to wander from hand to
hand, till at laft, without his own confent,
they were in MDpCXLII given to a printer.

! Letter to Sir KeneLm DicBy, prefixed to the Religio
Medici, folio edit.
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This has, perhaps, fometimes befallen
others ; and this, I am willing to believe,
did really happen to Dr. BrowNEe: but
there is, furely, fome reafon to doubt the
truth of the complaint fo frequently made
of furreptitious editions. A fong, or an
epigram, may be eafily printed without the '
author’s knowledge ; becaufe it may be
learned when it is repeated, or may be
written out with very little trouble : but a
long treatife, however elegant, is not often
copied by mere zeal or curiofity, but may
be worn out in paffing from hand to hand,
before it is multiplied by a tranfcript. It is
eafy to convey an imperfe& book, by a dif-
tant hand, to the prefs, and plead the cir-
culation of a falfe copy as an excufe for
publithing the true, or to corre& what is
found faulty or offenfive, and charge the
errors on the tranfcriber’s depravations.

This is a ftratagem, by which an autho-
panting for fame, and yet afraid of feemin;
to challenge it, may at once gratify h:
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vanity, and preferve the appearance of mo-
defty ; may enter the lifts, and fecure a
retreat: and this, candour might fuffer to
pafs undeteed as an innocent fraud, but
that indeed no fraud is innocent; for the
confidence which makes the happinefs of
fociety, is in fome degree diminithed by
every man whofe pracice is at variance
with his words. ,

The Rericio Mepict was no fooner
publifhed than it excited the attention of
the publick, by the novelty of paradoxes,
the dignity of fentiment, the quick fuccef-
fion of images, the multitude of abftrufe
allufions, the fubtlety of difquifition, and
the ftrength of language.

What is much read, will be much criti-
cifed. The EarRL oF DoRrSeT recom-
mended this book to the perufal of Sir
KeneLM DieBy, who returned his judg-
ment upon it, not in a letter, but a book ;
in which, though mingled with fome pofi-
tions fabulous and uncertain, there are acute
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remarks, juft cenfures, and profound fpecu-
lations; yet its principal claim to admiration
is, that it was written in twenty-four hours,!
of which part was {pent in procuring
BrowNE’s book, and part in reading it.

Of thefe animadverfions, when - they
were not yet all printed, either officiouf-
nefs or malice informed Dr. BRrRowNE;
who wrote to Sir KeneLm with much
foftnefs and ceremony, declaring the un-
worthinefs of his work to engage fuch
notice, the intended privacy of the compo-
fition, and the corruptions of the impref-
fion ; and received an anfwer equally gentle
and refpe@ful, containing high commen-
dations of the piece, pompous profeffions of
reverence, meek acknowledgments of ina-
bility, and anxious apologies for the hafti-
nefs of his remarks.

The reciprocal civility of authors is one
of the moft rifible fcenes in the farce of

! DicBy’s letter to Browne, prefixed to the Religio Me-
dici, folio edit.
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life. 'Who would not have thought, that
thefe two luminaries of their age had ceafed
to endeavour to grow bright by the obfcura-
tion of each other: yet the animadverfions
thus weak, thus precipitate, upon a book .
thus injured in the tranfcription, quickly
pafled the prefs ; and ReLic10 MEDICI Was
more accurately publifthed, with an admo-
nition prefixed “to thofe who have, or
¢ fhall perufe the obfervations upon a
“ former corrupt copy;” in which there is
a fevere cenfure, not upon Dicy, who
was to be ufed with ceremony, but upon
the Obfervator who had ufurped his name:
nor was this invective written by Dr.
BrownE, who was fuppofed to be fatisfied
with his opponent’s apology; but by fome
officious friend zealous for his honour,
without his confent.

BrowNE has, indeed, in his own preface,
endeavoured to fecure himfelf from rigor-
ous examination, by alleging, that “many
~ ¢« things are delivered rhetorically, many
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¢ expreflions merely tropical, and therefore
“ many things to be taken in a foft and
“ flexible fenfe, and not to be called unto
“ the rigid teft of reafon.” The firft glance
upon his book will indeed difcover examples
of this liberty of thought and expreffion :
“ I could be content (fays he) to be nothing
“ almoft to eternity, if I might enjoy my
“ Saviour at the laft.” He has little ac-
quaintance with the acutenefs of BRowNE,
who fufpeés him of a ferious opinion, that
any thing can be “ almoft eternal,” or that
any time beginning and ending is not in-
finitely lefs than infinite duration.

In this book, he fpeaks much, and, in the
opinion of DiGBy, too much of himfelf;
but with fuch generality and concifenefs as
affords very little light to his biographer :
he declares, that, befides the diale&ts of
different provinces, he underftood fix lan-
guages ; that he was no ftranger to aftro-
nomy; and that he had feen feveral
countries: but what moft awakens curi-
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ofity, is his folemn affertion, that < His life
“ has been a miracle of thirty years ; which
“ to relate, were not hiftory but a piece of
« poetry, and would found like a fable.”

There is, undoubtedly, a fenfe, in which
all life is miraculous; as it is an union of
powers of whichwe canimageno connexion,
a {ucceflion of motions of which the firft
caufe muft be fupernatural : but life, thus
explained, whatever it may have of miracle,
will have nothing of fable ; and, therefore,
the author undoubtedly had regard to fome-
thing, by which he imagined himfelf dif-
tinguifhed from the reft of mankind.

Of thefe wonders, however, the view
that can be now taken of his life offers no
appearance. The courfe of his education
was like that of others, fuch as put him
little in the way of extraordinary cafualties.
A {cholaftick and academical life is very
uniform ; and has, indeed, more fafety than
pleafure. A traveller has greater oppor-
tnities of adventure; but.BROWNE tra-
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verfed no unknown feas, or Arabian deferts :
and, furely, a man may vifit France and
Italy, refide at Montpellier and Padua, and
at laft take his degree at Leyden, without
anything miraculous. What it was, that
would, if it was related, found fo poetical and
fabulous, we are leftto guefs ; Ibelieve, with- |
out hope of gueflfing rightly. The wonders
probably were tranfacted in his own mind:
felf-love, co-operating with an imagination
- vigorous and fertile as that of BRowNE, will
find or make objeéts of aftonifhment in
every man’s life: and, perhaps, there is no
human being, however hid in the crowd
from the obfervation of his fellow-mortals,
who, if he has leifure and difpofition to re-
colle¢t his own thoughts and actions, will
not conclude his life in fome fort a miracle,
and imagine himfelf diftinguifhed from all
the reft of his {fpecies by many difcrimina-
tions of nature or of fortune.

The fuccefs of this performance was fuch,
as might naturally encourage the author to
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new undertakings. A gentleman of Cam-
bridge, whofe name was MERRYWEATHER,"
turned it not inelegantly into Latin; and
from his verfion it was again tranflated into
Italian, German, Dutch, and French; and
at Strafburg the Latin tranflation was pub-
lithed with large notes, by Lennus Nicolaus
Moltfarius. Of the Englith annotations,
which in all the editions from. MmpcxLiv
accompany the book, the author is un-
known.

Of MERRYWEATHER, to whofe zeal
BrownE was fo much indebted for the fud-
den extenfion of his renown, I know nothing,
but that he publifhed a {mall treatife for the
inftru&tion of young perfons in the attain-
ment of a Latin ftile. He printed his
tranflation in Holland with fome difficulty.?
The firft printer to whom he offered it,
carried it to SaLmasivus, “ who laid it by

1 Life of Sir Tuomas BrowneE.
2 MEerrYWEATHER’S letter, inferted in the life of Sir THoMAS
Browne.
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“ (fays he) in ftate for three months,” and
then difcouraged its publication: it was
| afterwards rejected by two other printers,
and at laft was received by Hackius.

The peculiarities of this book raifed the
author, as’is ufual, many admirers and many
enemies; but we know not of more than
one profefled anfwer, written under the
title of ¢ Medicus medicatus,”! by ALEx-
ANDER Ross, which wasuniverfally negleGted
by the world.

At the time when this book was pub-
lithed, Dr. BrowNE refided at Norwich,
where he had fettled in Mpcxxxvi, by the
perfuafion of Dr. LusuingToN his tutor,?
who was then re&or of Barnham Weftgate
in the neighbourhood. It is recorded by
Woob, that his practice was very extenfive,
and that many patients reforted to him. In

 Mpcxxxvil he was incorporated Doéor of
phyfick in Oxford.?

! Life of Sir THoMAs BROWNE.
2 Woon’s Athenz Oxonienfes. 3 Woob.
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He married in mpcxr1 Mrs. MILEHAM,
of a good family in Norfolk;' “a lady
“ (fays Whitefoot) of fuch fymmetrical
¢ proportion to her worthy hufband, both
“ in the graces of her body and mind, that
“ they feemed to come together by a kind
“ of natural magnetifm.”

This marriage could not but draw the
raillery of contemporary wits upon a man,?
who had juft been withing in his new
book, ¢ that we might procreate, like trees,
“ without conjunction;” and had lately
declared, that ¢ the whole world was made
“ for man, but only the twelfth part of man
¢ for woman ;"3 and that ““man is the whole
¢ world, but woman only the rib or crooked
¢ part of man.”

Whether the lady had been yet informed
of thefe contemptuous pofitions, or whether
fhe was pleafed with the conqueft of fo
| formidable a rebel, and confidered it as a

! WHITEFOOT. 2 HoweiL’s letters. |
3 Revicio Mebici.
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double triumph, to attract fo much merit,
and overcome fo powerful prejudices; or

whether, like moft others, {he married upon
" mingled motives, between convenience and
inclination ; fhe had, however, no reafon to
repent : for fhe lived happily with him one
and forty years; and bore him ten children,
of whom one fon and three daughters out-
lived their parents: fhe furvived him two
years, and paffed her widowhood in plenty,
1f not in opulence.

BrownE having now entered the world
as an author, and experienced the delights
of praife and moleftations of cenfure, pro-
bably found his dread of the publick eye
diminifhed ; and, therefore, was not long
before he'trliﬁed‘his name to the criticks a
fecond time: for in MDCXLVI he prmted
ENQI_IIRIES INTO VULGAR AND COMMON
ERRORS ;! a work, which as it arofe not from
fancy and invention, but from obfervation
and books, and contained not a fingle dif-

1 Life of Sir THoMAs BrowNE.

C
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courfe of one continued tenor, of which the
latter part rofe from the former, but an
enumeration of many unconneéed particu-
lars, muft have been the colle&ion of years,
and the effet of a defign early formed and
long purfued, to which his remarks had
been continually referred, and which arofe
gradually to its prefent bulk by the daily
aggregation of new particles of knowledge.
It is, indeed, to be wifhed, that he had
longer delayed the publication, and added
what the remaining part of his life might
have furnifhed : the thirty-fix years which
he fpent afterwards in ftudy and experience,
would doubtlefs have made large additions
to an “Enquiry into vulgar errors.” He
publithed in Mbcrxxini the fixth edition,
with fome improvements; but I think
rather with explications of what he had
already written, than any new heads of dif-
quifition. But with the work, fuch as the
author, whether hindered from continuing
it by eagernefs of praife, or wearinefs of




it Thomas Wrotwne,  xxvii

labour, thought fit to give, we muft be
content; and remember, that in all {ub-
lunary things, there is fomething to be
wifhed, which we muft wifth in vain.

This book, like his former, was received
with great applaufe, was anfwered by
ALExANDER Ross, and tranflated into
Dutch and German, and not many years
ago into French. It might now be proper,
had not. the favour with which it was at |
firft received filled the kingdom with
copies, to reprint it with notes partly fup-
plemental and partly emendatory, to fub-
join thofe difcoveries which the induftry of
the laft age has made, and corre& thofe
miftakes which the author has committed
not by idlenefs or negligence, but for want
of BovLE’s and NEwToN’s philofophy.

He appears, indeed, to have been willing
to pay labour for truth. Having heard a
flying rumour of {fympathetick needles, by
which, fufpended over a circular alphabet,
diftant friends or lovers might correfpond,
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he procured two fuch alphabets to be made,
touched his needles with the fame magnet,
and placed them upon proper fpindles: the
refult was, that when he moved one of his
needles, the other, inftead of taking by
{fympathy the fame direion, “ftood like
“ the pillars of Hercules.” That it con-
tinued motionlefs, will be eafily believed ;
and moft men would have been content to
believe it, without the labour of fo hope-
lefs an experiment. BRrowNE might him-
felf have obtained the fame convi&ion by
a method lefs operofe, if he had thruft his
needles through corks, and then fet them
afloat in two bafons of water.

Notwithftanding his zeal to dete&t old
errors, he feems not very eafy to admit new
pofitions ; for he never mentions the motion
of the earth but with contempt and ridi-
cule, though the opinion, which admits it,
was then growing popular, and was, furely,
plaufible, even before it was confirmed by
later obfervations.
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The reputation of BRowNE encouraged
fome low writer to publifh, under his name,
a book called ¢ Nature’s cabinet unlocked,”*
tranflated, according to ‘Woop, from the
phyficks of MacGirus; of which BRowNE
took care to clear himfelf, by modeftly ad-
vertifing, that * if any man had been bene-
« fited by it, he was not fo ambitious as to
“ challenge the honour thereof, as having
“ no hand in that work.””?

In mpcwviin the difcovery of fome antient
urns in Norfolk gave him occafion to write
" HyprioTarHia, URN-BURIAL, OR A Dis-
~ COURSE OF SEPULCHRAL URNS, in which he
- treats with his ufual learning on the funeral
' rites of the antient nations; exhibits their
various treatment of the. dead; and ex-
amines the fubftances found in his Nor-
folcian urns. There is, perhaps, none of
~ his. works. which better exemplifies his
! reading or memory.. It is fcarcely to bc

1 Woop, and Life of TroMas BRownNE.
2 At the end of Hydriotaphia.
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imagined, how many particulars he has
amafled together, in a treatife which feems
to have been occafionally written; and for
which, therefore, no materials could have
been previoufly colleGted. It is, indeed,
like other treatifes of antiquity, rather for
curiofity than ufe; for it is of {fmall im- -
portance to know which nation buried
their dead in the ground, which threw them
into the fea, or which gave them to birds
. and beafts; when the practice of cremation
began, or when it was difufed ; whether the
" bones of different perfons were mingled in
the fame urn ; what oblations were thrown
into the pyre; or how the athes of the body
| were diftinguifhed from thofe of other fub-
! ftances. Of the ufelefnefs of all thefe
enquiries, BROWNE feems not to have been
ignorant ; and, therefore, concludes them
with an obfervation which can never be too
frequently recolleGted..

“ All or moft apprehenfions refted in
“ opinions of fome future being, which
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« ignorantly or coldly believed, begat thofe
“ perverted conceptions, ceremonies, fay-
“ ings, which chriftians pity or laugh at.
“ Happy are they, which live not in that
¢ difadvantage of time, when men could
“ fay little for futurity, but from reafon ;
“ whereby the nobleft mind fell often upon
“ doubtful deaths, and melancholy diffo-
“lutions: with thefe hopes SocRATESs
“ warmed his doubtful {pirits, againft the
“ cold potion ; and CaTo, before he durft
“ give the fatal ftroke, fpent part of the
“ night in reading the Immortality of
“ PLaTo, thereby confirming his wavering
“ hand unto the animofity of that attempt.

« It is the heavieft ftone that melancholy
¢ can throw at man, to tell him he is at
‘¢ the end of his nature; or that there is no
¢ further ftate to come, unto which this
“ feems progreflional, and otherwife made
“in vain: without this accomplifhment,
“ the natural expe&ation and defire of fuch
“a ftate, were but a fallacy in nature;"
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“ unfatisfied confiderators would quarrel
“ the juftice of their conftitution, and reft
“ content that ApaM had fallen lower,
“ whereby, by knowing no other original,
* and deeper ignorance of themfelves, they
“ might have enjoyed the happinefs of in-
« ferior creatures, who in tranquillity poffefs
“ their conftitutions, as having not the
« apprehenfion to deplore their own natures;
“and being framed below the circum-
« ference of thefe hopes or cognition of
“ better things, the wifdom of Gop hath
« neceflitated their contentment.” But the
« fuperior ingredient and ob{cured part of
« ourfelves, whereto all prefent felicities
« afford no refting contentment, will be
“ able to tell us we are more than our
« prefent felves; and evacuate fuch hopes
“ in the fruition of their own accomplith-
“ ments.” )

To his treatife on URNBURIAL was added
THE GARDEN oF CYRUS, OR THE QUIN-
CUNXIAL LOZENGE, OR NETWORK PLANTA-
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TION OF THE ANTIENTS, ARTIFICIALLY,
NATURALLY, MYSTICALLY CONSIDERED.
This difcourfe he begins with the Sacrep
GARDEN, in which the firft man was
placed ; and deduces the practice of horti-
culture from the earlieft accounts of anti-
quity to the time of the Perfian Cyrus,
the firft man whom we acually know to
have planted a Quincunx; which, how-
ever, our author is inclined to believe of
longer date, and not only difcovers it in
the defcription of the hanging gardens of
Babylon, but feems willing to believe, and
to perfuade his reader, that it was practifed
by the feeders on vegetables before the
flood. ‘

Some of the moft pleafing performances
have been produced by learning and genius
exercifed upon fubje@s of little import-
ance. It feems to have been, in all ages,
the pride of wit, to fhew how it could
exalt the low, and amplify the little. To
{peak not inadequately of things really and
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naturally great, is a tafk not only difficult
but difagreeable ; becaufe the writer is de-
graded in his own eyes by ftanding in com-
parifon with his fubje®, to which he can
hope to add nothing from his imagination :
but it is a perpetual triumph of fancy to
expand a fcanty theme, to raife glittering
ideas from obfcure properties, and to pro-
duce to the world an object of wonder to
which nature had contributed little. To
this ambition, perhaps, we owe the Frogs
of HoMER, the Gnat and the Bees of Vir-
GIL, the Butterfly of SPENSER, the Shadow
of WowEeRus,and the Quincunx of BROWNE.

In the profecution of this fport of fancy,
he confiders every produion of art and
nature, in which he could find any decuffa-
tion or approaches to the form of a Quin-
cunx; and as a man once refolved upon
ideal difcoveries, {feldom fearches long in
vain, he finds his favourite figure in almoft
every -thing, whether natural or invented,
antient or modern, rude or artificial, facred
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and civil; fo that a reader, not watchful
againﬁ the power of his infufions, would
imagine that decuffation was the great bufi-
nefs of the world, and that nature and art
had no other purpofe than to exemplify
and imitate a Quincunx. '

To fhew the excellence of this figure, he
enumerates all its properties ; and finds in it
almoft every thing of ufe or pleafure: and
to thew how readily he fupplies what he
cannot find, one inftance may be fufficient;
“ though therein (fays he) we meet not
“ with right angles, yet every rhombus
“ containing four angles equal unto two
“ right, it vu'tually contains two right in
‘ every one.’

The fanciful {ports of great minds are
never without fome advantage to know-
ledge BrowNE has interfperfed many
curious obfervations on the form of plants,
and the laws of vegetation ; and appears to
have been a very accurate obferver of the
modes of germination, and to have watched
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with great nicety the evolution of the parts
of plants from their feminal principles.

He is then naturally led to treat of the
number five; and finds, that by this num-
ber many things are circumfcribed; that
there are five kinds of vegetable produc-
tions, five fe@ions of a cone, five orders of
architecture, and five alts of a play. And
obferving that five was the antient conjugal
or wedding number, he proceeds to a fpe-
culation which I fhall give in his own
words ; ¢ The antient numerifts made out
“ the conjugal number by two and. three,
“ the firft parity and imparity, the active
“ and paffive digits, the material and formal
¢ principles in generative focieties.” . '

Thefe are all the tra&s which he pub-
lithed : but many papers were found in his
clofet, ¢ Some of them, (fays WhiTEe-
« roort) defigned for the prefs, were often
« tranfcribed and correted by his own
“ hand, after the fathion of great and cu-
“ rious writers.”
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Of thefe, two colletions have been pub-
lithed ; one by Dr. TENNIsoN, the other in
Mpccexxil by a namelefs editor.  Whether
the one or the other fele@ted thofe pieces
which the author would have preferred,
cannot now be known : but they have both
the merit of giving to mankind what was
too valuable to be fupprefled; and what
might, without their interpofition, have,
perhaps, perithed among other innumerable
labours of learned men, or have been-burnt
in a fcarcity of fuel like the papers of Pe-
refkius. : '

The firft of thefe pofthumous treatifes
contains ¢ Obfervations upon feveral plants
“ mentioned in Scripture.” Thefe re-
marks, though they do not immediately
either rectify the faith, or refine the morals
of the reader, yet are by no means to be
cenfured as fuperfluous niceties or ufelefs
{peculations; for they often fhew fome
propriety of defcription, or elegance of
allufion, utterly undifcoverable to readers
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not fkilled in oriental botany ; and are often
of more important ufe, as they remove
fome difficulty from narratives, or fome
obfcurity from precepts.

The next is « Of garlands, or coronary
“ and garland plants;” a fubje@ merely of
learned curiofity, without any other end
‘than the pleafure of refle®ing on antient
cuftoms, or on the induftry with which
ftudious men have endeavoured to recover
them.

The next is a letter “on the fithes eaten
“ by our Saviour with his difciples, after
¢ his refurre@ion from the dead ;” which
contains no determinate refolution of the
queftion, what they were, for indeed it
cannot be determined. All the informa-
tion that diligence or learning could fupply,
confifts in an enumeration of the fithes
produced in the waters of Judea.

Then follow “ Anfwers to certain queries
“ about fifhes, birds, and infe&ts;” and “A
“ letter of hawks and falconry antient and
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“ modern :” in the firft of which he gives
the proper interpretation of fome antient
names of animals, commonly miftaken;
and in the other has fome curious obferva-
tions on the art of hawking, which he
confiders as a practice unknown to the
antients. I believe all our fports of the
 field are of Gothick original; the antients
neither hunted by the {cent, nor feem much
to have pra&tifed horfemanthip as an exer-
cife; and though, in their works, there is
mention of ‘“‘aucupium” and ¢ pifcatio,”
they feem no more to have been confidered
as diverfions, than agriculture or any other
manual labour.

In two more letters he fpeaks of ¢ the
 cymbals of the Hebrews,” but without
any fatisfaCtory determination; and of
‘ repalick or gradual. verfes,” that is, of
verfes beginning with a word of one fyl-
lable, and proceeding by words of which
each has a fyllable more than the former ; as,

" ¢ O Deus, 2ternz fationis conciliator.” Ausonus.
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and, after his manner, purfuing the hint,
he mentions many other reftrained methods
of verfifying, to which induftrious igno-
rance has fometimes voluntarily fubjeGted
itfelf.

His next attempt is “ On languages, and
« particularly the Saxon tongue.” He dif-
courfes with great learning, and generally
with great juftnefs, of the derivation and
changes of languages ; but, like other men
of multifarious learning, he receives fome
notions without examination.. Thus he
obferves, according to the popular opinion,
that the Spaniards have retained fo much
Latin, as to be able to compofe fentences
that fhall be at once gramatically Latin and
Caftilian : this will appear very unlikely to
a man that confiders the Spanith termina-
tions; and Hower, who was eminently
fkilful in the three provincial languages,
declares, that after many eﬁ'ays he never
could effet it.

The principal deﬁgn of this lcttcr, 15 to
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fhew the affinity between the modern Eng-
lith and the antient Saxon; and he ob-
ferves, very rightly, that ¢ though we have
“ borrowed many fubftantives, adjetives,
“and fome verbs, from the French; yet
“ the great body of numerals, auxiliary
“ verbs, articles, pronouns, adverbs, con-
“ juntions, and prepofitions, which are the
“ diftinguifhing and lafting parts of a lan-
“ guage, remain with us from the Saxon.”

To prove this pofition more evidently,
he has drawn up a fhort difcourfe of fix
paragraphs, in Saxon and Englith; of which
every word is the fame in both languages,
excepting the terminations and orthogra-
phy. The words are, indeed, Saxon, but
the phrafeclogy is Englith; and, I think,
would not have been underftood by BEpe
or AvrFric, notwithftanding the confidence
of our author. He has, however, fuffi-
ciently proved his pofition, that the Englith
refembles its parental language, more than
any modern European dialeét.

d
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There remain five tralts of this collec-
tion yet unmentioned ; one “ Of artificial
“ hills, mounts, or burrows, in England ;”
in reply to an interrogatory letter of E. D.
whom the writers of BioGrapHiA Bri-
TANNICA fuppofe to be, if rightly printed,
W. D. or Sir WiLLiaM DuGDALE, one of
BrownE’s correfpondents. Thefe are de-
clared by BRowNE, in concurrence, I think,
with all other antiquarians, to be for the
moft part funeral monuments. He proves,
that both the Danes and Saxons buried
their men of eminence under piles of
earth, “which admitting (fays he) neither
‘ ornament, epitaph, nor infcription, may,
“ if earthquakes {pare them, outlaft other
“ monuments: obelifks have their term,
and pyramids will tumble; but thefe
mountainous monuments may ftand, and
are like to have the fame period with
¢ the earth.”

In the next, he anfwers two geogra-
phical queftions; one concerning Troas,
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mentioned in the Aé&s and Epiftles of
St. PauL, which he determines to be the
city built near the antient Ilium; and the
other concerning the dead fea, of which he
gives the fame account with other writers.

Another letter treats ¢ Of the anfwers
“ of the oracle of Apollo at Delphos, to
“ Creefus king of Lydia.” In this tra&
nothing deferves notice, more than that
BrowNE confiders the oracles as evidently
and indubitably fupernatural, and founds
all his difquifition upon that poftulate.
He wonders why the phyfiologifts of old,
having fuch means of inftru&ion, did not
inquire into the fecrets of nature: but
judicioufly concludes, that fuch queftions
would probably have been vain; < for, in
- “ matters cognofcible, and formed for our
« difquifition, our induftry muft be our
« oracle, and reafon our Apollo.”

The pieces that remain are, “ A prophecy
“ concerning the future ftate of feveral
“ nations;” in which BrRowNE plainly
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difcovers his expeation to be the fame |
with that entertained lately with more con-
fidence by Dr. BErRkLEY, *that America
“ will be the feat of the fifth empire:” and
¢ Mufeum claufum, five Bibliotheca ab-
¢« fcondita ;” in which the author amufes
himfelf with imagining the exiftence of
books and curiofities, either never in being,
or irrecoverably loft.

Thefe pieces I have recounted as they
are ranged in TENNIsoN’s collection, be-
caufe the editor has given no account of
the time at which any of them were writ-
ten. Some of them are of little value,
more than as they gratify the mind with
the pi¢ture of a great {cholar, turning his
learning into amufement; or fhew, upon
how great a variety of enquiries the fame
mind has been fuccefsfully employed.

The other colle&tion of his pofthu-
mous pieces, publifhed in otavo, London
MDCCXXII, contains ¢ chcrtorium; or
| ¢ {fome account of the tombs and monu-
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“ ments in the cathedral of Norwich;”
where, as TENNIsON obferves, there is not
matter proportionate to the fkill of the
Antiquary.

The other pieces are, “ Anfwers to Sir
“ WiLLiam DuGpALE’s enquiries about
“ the fens; A letter concerning Ireland ;
 Another relating to urns newly difco-
“ vered ; Some fhort ftritures on different
“ fubje@s;” and “ A letter to a friend on
“ the death of his intimate friend,” pub-
lithed fingly by the author’s fon in Mpcxc.

There is inferted, in the Biocraruia
BriTaNNICA, “ A letter containing inftruc-
“ tions for the ftudy of phyfick;” which,
with the Essavs here offered to the public,
completes the works of Dr. BRowNE.

To the life of this learned man, there
remains little to be added, but that in
mpcLxv he was chofen honorary fellow of
the college of phyficians, as a man,  Vir-
“ tute et literis ornatiflimus,—eminently
“ embellifhed with literature and virtue:”
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and, in MpcLxx1, received, at Norwich, the
honour of knighthood from CuarcrEs II;
a prince who, with many frailties and vices, ’
had yet fkill to difcover excellence, and
virtue to reward it, with fuch honorary
diftin&ions at leaft as coft him nothing,
yet conferred by a king fo judicious and
fo much beloved, had the power of giving
merit new luftre and greater popularity.

Thus he lived in high reputation; till in
his feventy-fixth year he was feized with a
colick, which, after having tortured him
about a week, put an end to his life at
Norwich, on his birthday, October 19,
mpcrxxxir.! Some of his laft words were
expreflions of fubmiffion to the will of
GOD, and fearlefnefs of death.

He lies buried in the church of St. Peter,
Mancroft, in Norwich, with this infcrip-
tion on a mural monument, placed on the
| fouth pillar of the altar :

1 Browne’s Remains. WwiTeroor.
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M. S.
Hic fitus et THOMAS BROWNE, M.D.
Et Miles.
A° 1605. Londini natus
Generofa Familia apud Upton
In agro Ceftrienfi oriundus.
Schold primum Wintonienfi, poitea
In Coll. Pembr.
Apud Oxonienfes bonis literis
Haud leviter imbutus
In urbe hic Nordovicenfi medicinam
Arte egregia, & falici, fucceffu profefus,
Scriptis quibus tituli, ReLicio Mebic
Et Pseupopoxia Eripemica aliifque
Per Orbem notiflimus.
Vir Prudentifiimus, Integerrimus, Do&iflimus ;
Obiit Octob’. 19. 1682.
Pie pofuit maftifima Conjux
Ds, Doroth. Br.

Near the Foot of this Pillar
Lies Sir Thomas Browne, Kt. and Do&or in Phyfick,
Author of Religio Medici, and other Learned Books,
Who practic’d Phyfick in the City 46 Years,
And died Oct". 1682, in the 77 Year of his Age.
In Memory of whom
Dame Dorothy Browne, who had bin his Affetionate Wife
47 Years, caufed this Monument to be Ereted.
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Befides his lady, who died in MpcLxxXxV,
he left a fon and three daughters. Of
the daughters nothing very remarkable is
known ; but his fon, EpwarRD BROWNE,
requires a particular mention.

He was born about the year MpcxLin;
and after having paffed through the claffes
of the fchool at Norwich, became bachelor
of phyfick at Cambridge ; and afterwards
removing to Merton-College in Oxford,
was admitted there to the fame degree, and
afterwards made a do&or. In mMpcLxvinn
he vifited part of Germany; and in the
year following made a wider excurfion into
Auftria, Hungary, and Theflaly; where
the Turkifh Sultan then kept his court at
Lariffa. He afterwards pafled through
Italy. His {kill in natural hiftory made
him particularly attentive to mines and
metallurgy. Upon his return he publifhed
an account of the countries thro’ which he
had paffed ; which I have heard com-
mended by a learned traveller, who has
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vifited many places after him, as written
with fcrupulous and exa& veracity, fuch as
is {carcely to be found in any other book
of the fame kind. But whatever it may
contribute to the inftru&ion of a naturalift,
I cannot recommend it as likely to give
much pleafure to common readers: for
whether it be, that the world is very uni-
form, and therefore he who is refolved to
adhere to truth, will have few novelties to
relate ; or that Dr. BRowNE was, by the
train of his ftudies, led to enquire moft
after thofe things, by which the greateft
part of mankind is little affeCted; a great
part of his book feems to contain very
unimportant accounts of his paffage from
one place where he faw little, to another
where he faw no more.

Upon his return, he practifed phyfick
in London ; was made phyfician firft to
CuARLEs II, and afterwards in MDCcLxXXI11I
to St. Bartholomew’s hofpital. About the
fame time he joined his name to thofe
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of many other eminent men, in “A tran-
¢ flation of Plutarch’s lives.” He was firft
cenfor, then ele&, and treafurer of the col-
lege of phyficians; of which in Mpccv he
was chofen prefident, and held his office,
till in Mpccvinn he died in a degree of
eftimation fuitable to a man fo varioufly
accomplithed, that Kine CuarLes had
honoured him with this panegyrick, that
“ He was as learned as any of the college,
and as well bred as any of the court.”

Of every great and eminent charater,
part breaks forth into publick view, and
part lies hid in domeftick privacy. Thofe
qualities which have been exerted in any
known and lafting performances, may, at
any diftance of time, be traced and efti-
mated ; but filent excellencies are foon
forgotten; and thofe minute peculiarities
which difcriminate every man from all
others, if they are not recorded by thofe
whom perfonal knowledge enabled to ob-
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ferve them, are irrecoverably loft. This
mutilation of characer muft have happen-
ed, among many others, to Sir THoMmAs
BrownEg, had it not been delineated by
his friend Mr. WHITEFOoOT, Who ¢ ef-
“ teemed it an efpecial favour of Provi-
“ DENCE, to have had a particular ac-
¢“ quaintance with him for two thirds of
“ his life.” Part of his obfervations I
thall, therefore, copy.

“ For a chara&ter of his perfon, his
“ complexion and hair was anfwerable to
¢ his name ; his ftature was moderate, and
“ habit of body neither fat nor lean, but
¢ Eua'aiexog.

“ In his habit of clothing, he had an
“ averfion to all finery, and affe@ed plain-
‘* nefs, both in the fathion and ornaments.
‘“ He ever wore a cloke, or boots, when
“ few others did. He kept himfelf always
“ very warm, and thought it moft fafe fo
“to do, though he never loaded himfelf
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“ with fuch a multitude of garments, as
¢ Suetonius reports of AucusTus, enough
“ to clothe a good family.

“ The horizon of his underftanding was
“ much larger than the hemifphere of the
“world: All that was vifible in the
“ heavens he comprehended fo well, that
¢ few that are under them knew {fo much :
“ He could tell the number of the vifible
“ ftars in his horizon, and call them all by
“ their names that had any; and of the
¢ earth he had fuch a minute and exa&
« geographical knowledge, as if he had
“ been by DiviNe PRroviDENCE ordained
“ furveyor-general of the whole terreftrial
“ orb, and its produdts, minerals, plants, and
“ animals. He was fo curious a botanift,
“ that befides the fpecifical diftin@ions, he
‘“ made nice and elaborate obfervations,
“ equally ufeful as entertaining.

“ His memory, though not fo eminent
“ as that of SENECA or ‘SCALIGER, was
“ capacious and tenacious, infomuch as he
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“ remembred all that was remarkable in
“ any book that he had read; and not only
“ knew all perfons again that he had ever
« feen at any diftance of time, but remem-’
¢ bred the circumftances of their bodies,
“and their particular difcourfes and
“ {peeches.

“ In the latin poets he remembred every
“ thing that was acute and pungent; he
“ had read moft of the hiftorians, antient
“ and modern, wherein his obfervations
“ were fingular, not taken notice of by
¢ common readers; he was excellent com-
“ pany when he was at leifure, and ex-
“prefled more light than heat in the
“ temper of his brain.

“ He had no defpotical power over his
“ affeCtions and paffions, (that was a privi-
“ lege of original perfetion, forfeited by the
“ negle& of the ufe of it;) but as large a po-
“ litical power over them, as any Stoick, or
“ man of his time, whereof he gave fo great
“ experiment, that he hath very rarely been
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“known to have been overcome with any
“of them. The ftrongeft that were found
“in him, both of the irafcible and concu-
“ pifcible, were under the controul of his
“reafon. Of admiration, which is one of
“them, being the only produ&, either of
“ignorance, or uncommon knowledge, he
“ had more, and lefs, than other men, upon
“the fame account of his knowing more
“than others; fo that tho’ he met with
“many rarities, he admired them not fo
“ much as others do.

“ He was never feen to be tranfported
“with mirth, or dejeGted with fadnefs ; al-
““ways chearful, but rarely merry, at any
“{enfible rate; feldom heard to break a
“jeft; and when he did, he would be apt
“to blufh at the levity of it: his gravity
“ was natural without affectation.

“ His modefty was vifible in a natural
“ habitual blufh, which was increafed upon
¢ the leaft occafion, and oft difcovered with-
“out any obfervable caufe.
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“They that knew no more of him than
“by the brifknefs of his writings, found
“ themfelves deceived in their expectation,
“when they came in his company, noting
“the gravity and fobriety of his afpe& and
“converfation ; fo free from loquacity, or
“ much talkativenefs, that he was fomething
“difficult to be engaged in any difcourfe;
‘“though when he was fo, it was always
“fingular, and never trite or vulgar. Par-
“ fimonious in nothing but his time, whereof
“ he made as much improvement, with as
“little lofs as any man in it: when he had
“any to {pare from his drudging praice,
“he was fcarce patient of any diverfion
“from his ftudy; fo impatient of flothand |
“idlenefs, that he would fay, he could not
“ do nothing.

“S1rR THoMmas underftood moft of the
‘ European languages; viz. all that are in
“ HuTTER’s bible, which he made ufe of.
“The Latin and Greek he underftood cri-
“tically; the Oriental languages, which
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! “ never were vernacular in this part of the
© “ world, he thought the ufe of them would
* not anfwer the time and pains of learning
! “them; yet had fo great a veneration for
“the matrix of them, viz. the Hebrew,
‘¢ confecrated to the Oracles of God, that he
‘““was not content to be totally ignorant of
“it; tho’ very little of his fcience is to be
“ found in any books of that primitive lan-
“ guage. And tho’ much is faid to be writ-
“ ten in the derivative idioms of that tongue,
“ efpecially the Arabick, yet he was fatisfied
“with the tranflations, wherein he found
“ nothing was admirable.

“In his religion he continued in the fame
“mind which he had declared in his firft
“book, written when he was but thirty
““years old, his ReLicio MEepici, wherein
“ he fully affented to that of the Church of
“ England, preferring it before any in the
“world, as did the learned GroTius. He
““attended the publick fervice very con-
“ftantly, when he was not withheld by his
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« pra&tice. Never miffed the facrament in
“ his parifh, if he were in town. Read the
“ beft Englith fermons he could hear of,
“ with liberal applaufe; and delighted not
“in controverfies. In his laft ficknefs,
“ wherein he continued about a week’s
“ time, enduring great pain of the cholick,
‘“ befides a continual fever, with as much
“ patience as hath been feen in any man,
‘ without any pretence of Stoical apathy,
“ animofity, or vanity of not being con-
“ cerned thereat, or fuffering no impeach-
“ ment of happinefs. Nihil agis dolor.

“ His patience was founded upon the
¢ Chriftian philofophy, and a found faith
“ of Gopo’s PROVIDENCE, and a meek and
“ humble fubmiflion thereunto, which he
“ exprefled in few words: I vifited him
“ near his end, when he had not ftrength
“ to hear or {peak much; the laft words
“ which I heard from him, were, befides
“ fome expreflions of dearnefs, thrat he did
“ freely fubmit to the will of Gob, being

€
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« without fear : He had oft triumphed over
“ the king of terrors in others, and given
“ many repulfes in the defence of patients;
“ but when his own turn came, he fub-
¢ mitted with a meek, rational, and reli-
“ gious courage.

“ He might have made good the old
“ faying of Dat Galenus opes, had he lived
“in a place that could have afforded it.
“« But his indulgence and liberality to his
“ children, efpecially in their travels, two
¢ of his fons in divers countries, and two
“ of his daughters in France, fpent him
“ more than a little. He was liberal in his
“ houfe entertainments, and in his charity;
‘ he left a comfortable, but no great eftate,
“ both to his lady and children, gained by
“ his own induftry.

“ Such was his fagacity and knowledge
“ of all hiftory, antient and modern, and
“ his obfervations thereupon fo fingular,
“ that it ‘hath been faid by them that knew
“ him beft, that if his profeffion, and place
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| “ of abode, would have fuited his ability,
“ he would have made an extraordinary
“ man for the privy-council, not much in-
“ ferior to the famous PADRE, PavuLo, the
“ late oracle of the Venetian ftate.

“ Tho’ he were no prophet, nor fon of a
“ prophet, yet in that faculty which comes
“ neareft it, he excelled, 7. e. the ftochaftick,
‘ wherein he was feldom miftaken, as to
“ future events, as well publick as private ;
“ but not apt to difcover any prefages or
« fuperftition.”

It is obfervable, that he who in his earlier
years had read all the books againft reli-
gion, was in the latter part of his life averfe
from controverfies. To play with import-
ant truths, to difturb the repofe of eftab-
lithed tenets, to fubtilize objections, and
elude proof, is too often the fport of youth-
ful vanity, of which maturer experience
commonly repents. There is a time, when
every wife man is weary of raifing difficul-
ties only to tafk himfelf with the folution,
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and defires to enjoy truth without the la-
bour or hazard of conteft. There is, per-
haps, no better method of encountering
i thefe troublefome irruptions of fcepticifm,
with which inquifitive minds are frequently
haraflfed, than that which BRowxE declares
himfelf to have taken: “If there arife any
“ doubts in my way, I do forget them; or
“ at leaft defer them, till my better fettled
“ judgment and more manly reafon be able
“ to refolve them: for I perceive, every
“ man’s reafon is his beft (Epiprus, and
“ will, upon a reafonable truce, find a way
“ to loofe thofe bonds, wherewith the fub-
« tilties of error have enchained our more
“ flexible and tender judgments.”

The foregoing chara&er may be con-
firmed and enlarged by many paffages in
the ReL1G10 MEDICI; in which it appears,
from WHITEFOOT’s teftimony, that the
author, though no very fparing panegyrift
| of himfelf, has not exceeded the truth, with
. refpe to his attainments or vifible qualities.
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There are, indeed, fome interior and
fecret virtues, which a man may fome-
times have without the knowledge of
others ; and may fometimes affume to him-
{elf, without fufficient reafons for his opin-
ion. It is charged upon BrownE by Dr.
WATTS, as an inftance of arrogant teme-
rity, that, after a long detail of his attain-
ments, he declares himfelf to have efcaped
‘ the firft and father-fin of pride.” A pe-
rufal of the Rericio Mepicr will not
much contribute to produce a belief of the
author’s exemption from this FATHER-SIN :
pride is a vice, which pride itfelf inclines
every man to find in others, and to overlook
in himfelf.

As eafily may we be miftaken in efti-
mating our own courage, as our own humi-
lity ; and, therefore, when BrowNE fhews
himfelf perfuaded, that “he could lofe
“an arm without a tear, or with a few
¢ groans be quartered to pieces,” I am not
fure that he felt in himfelf any uncommon
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powers of endurance ; or, indeed, any thing
more than a fudden effervefcence of ima-
gination, which, uncertain and involuntary
as it is, he miftook for fettled refolution.

“ That there were not many extant, that
“ in a noble way feared the face of death
“ lefs than himfelf,” he might likewife be-
lieve at a very eafy expence, while death
was yet at a diftance; but the time will
come to every human being, when it muft
be known how well he can bear to die;
and it has appeared, that our author’s forti-
tude did not defert him in the great hour
of trial.

It was obferved by fome of the remarkers
on the ReELiGc10 MEDICI, that * the author
“ was yet alive, and might grow worfe as
“ well as better :” it is, therefore, happy,
that this fufpicion can be obviated by a tef-
timony given to the continuance of his
virtue, at a time when death had fet him
free from danger of change, and his pane-
gyrift from temptation to flattery.
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But it is not on the praifes of others, but
on his own writings, that he is to depend
for the efteem of pofterity; of which he
will not eafily be deprived, while learning
fhall have any reverence among men : for
there is no fcience, in which he does not
difcover fome fkill; and fcarce any kind
of knowledge, profane or facred, abftrufe
or elegant, which he does not appear to
have cultivated with fuccefs.

His exuberance of knowledge, and pleni-
tude of ideas, {fometimes obftru& the ten-
dency of his reafoning, and the clearnefs of
his decifions: on whatever fubje& he em-
ployed his mind, there ftarted up imme-
diately {fo many images before him, that he
loft one by grafping another. His memory
fupplied him with fo many illuftrations,
parallel or dependent notions, that he was
always ftarting into collateral confidera-
tions: but the fpirit and vigour of his pur-
fuit always gives delight; and the reader
follows him, without relucance, thro’ his
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mazes, in themfelves flowery and pleafing,
and ending at the point originally in view.

To have great excellencies, and great
faults, “ magnz virtutes nec minora vitia,
“is the poefy,” fays our author, “of the
“ beft natures.” This poefy may be pro-
perly applied to the ftyle of BRowNE : It is
vigorous, but rugged ; it is learned, but pe-
dantick ; it is deep, but obfcure; it ftrikes,
but does not pleafe ; it commands, but does
not allure: his tropes are harfh, and his
combinations uncouth. He fell into an
age, in which our language began to lofe
the ftability which it had obtained in the
time of ErL1zABETH ; and was confidered
by every writer as a fubje® on which he
might try his plaftick fkill, by moulding it
according to his own fancy. MiLToN, in
confequence of this encroaching licence,
began to introduce the Latin idiom: and
BrownE, though he gave lefs difturbance
to our ftruGures and phrafeology, yet
poured in a multitude of exotick words;
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many, indeed, ufeful and fignificant, which,
if rejected, muft be fupplied by circumlo-
cution, fuch as comMEeNsaLiTY for the
flate of many living at the fame table; but
many fuperfluous, as a PARALOGICAL for
an unreafonable doubt; and fome fo ob-
fcure, that they conceal his meaning rather
than explain it, as ARTHRITICAL ANALO-
GIes for parts that ferve fome animals in
.the place of joints.

His ftyle is, indeed, a tiffue of many lan-
guages ; a mixture of heterogeneous words,
brought together from diftant regions, with
terms originally appropriated to one art,
and drawn by violence into the fervice of
another. He muft, however, be confefled
to have augmented our philofophical dic-
tion; and in defence of his uncommon
words and expreffions, we muft confider,
that he had uncommon f{entiments, and
was not content to exprefs in many words
that idea for which any language could
fupply a fingle term.
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But his innovations are fometimes pleaf-
ing, and his temerities happy : he has many
“verba ardentia,” forcible expreflions,
which he would never have found, but
by venturing to the utmoft verge of pro-
. priety ; and flights which would never
have been reached, but by one who had
very little fear of the thame of falling.

There remains yet an objection againft
the writings of BRowNE, more formidable
than the animadverfions of criticifm. There
are paffages, from which fome have taken
occafion to rank him among Deifts, and
others among Atheifts. It would be diffi-
cult to guefs howany fuch conclufion thould
be formed, had not experience thewn that
' there are two forts of men willing to en-
large the catalogue of infidels.

It has been long obferved, that an
Atheift has no juft reafon for endeavour-
ing converfions; and yet none harafs
thofe minds which they can influence,
- vh more importunity of folicitation to




Sir Thomas Wrotune. 1xvii

adopt their opinions., In proportion as
they doubt the truth of their own doc-
trines, they are defirous to gain the at-
teftation of another underftanding; and
induftrioufly labour to win a profelyte,
and eagerly catch at the flighteft pretence
to dignify their fe& with a celebrated
name.’

The others become friends to infidelity
only by unfkilful hoftility : men of rigid
orthodoxy, cautious converfation, and reli-
gious afperity. Among thefe, it is too
frequently the practice, to make in their
heat conceflions to Atheifm, or Deifm,
which their moft confident advocates had
never dared to claim or to hope. A fally
of levity, an idle paradox, an indecent jeft,
an unfeafonable objeion, are {ufficient, in

! Therefore no hereticks defire to fpread
Their wild opinions like thefe epicures.
For fo their ftagg’ring thoughts are computed,
And other men’s affent their doubt affures.
Davies.
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the opinion of thefe men, to efface a name
from the lifts of CHRISTIANITY, to exclude
a foul from everlafting life. Such men are
fo watchful to cenfure, that they have fel- -
dom much care to look for favourable
interpretations of ambiguities, to fet the
general tenor of life againft fingle failures,
or to know how foon any {lip of inadvert-
ency has been expiated by forrow and
retratation; but let fly their fulmina-
tions, without mercy or prudence, againft
flight offences or cafual temerities, againft
crimes never committed, or immediately
repented.

The Infidel knows well, what he is doing.
He is endeavouring to fupply, by authority,
the deficiency of his arguments; and to
make his caufe lefs invidious, by fhewing
numbers on his fide: he will, therefore,
not change his condu&, till he reforms his
principles. But the zealot fhould recollect,
that he is labouring, by this frequency of
excommunication, againft his own caufe;
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and voluntarily adding ftrength to the ene-
mies of truth. It muft always be the
condition of a great part of mankind, to
reje® and embrace tenets upon the au-
thority of thofe whom they think wifer
than themfelves; and, therefore, the addi-
tion of every name to infidelity, in fome
degree invalidates that argument upon
which the religion of multitudes is neceffa-
rily founded.

Men may differ from each other in many
religious opinions, and yet all may retain
the effentials of CHRISTIANITY ; men may
fometimes eagerly difpute, and yet not differ
much from one another: the rigorous per-
fecutors of error, fhould, therefore, en-
lighten their zeal with knowledge, and
temper their orthodoxy with CHARITY;
that CHARITY, without which orthodoxy
is vain ; CHARITY that ¢ thinketh no evil,”
but * hopeth all things,” and *endureth
“ all things.”

Whether BrRowNE has been numbered
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among the contemners of religion, by the
fury of its friends, or the artifice of its
enemies, it is no difficult tafk to replace
him among the moft zealous ProFEssoRrs
of CurisTiaNITY. He may, perhaps, in
the ardour of his imagination, have ha-
zarded an expreffion, which a mind intent
upon faults may interpret into herefy, if
confidered apart from the reft of his dif-
courfe; but a phrafe is not to be oppofed
to volumes : there is {carcely a writer to be
found, whofe profeflion was not divinity,
that has fo frequently teftified his belief of
the SAcrep WRiTINGs, has appealed to

| them with fuch unlimited {ubmiffion, or

mentioned them with fuch unvaried re-
verence.

It is, indeed, fomewhat wonderful, that
HEe fhould be placed without the pale of
CHRISTIANITY, Who declares, that  he
« affumes the honourable ftile of A CuRris-
“ TIAN,” not becaufe it is *the religion of
“ his country,” but becaufe ¢ havingin his
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“ riper years and confirmed judgment feen
““and examined all, he finds himfelf
« obliged, by the principles of GrACE, and
¢ the law of his own reafon, to embrace
“ no other name but this:” Who, to fpe-
cify his perfuafion yet more, tells us, that
“ he is of the ReEForRMED REeLIGION; oOf
¢ the fame belief our Saviour taught, the
¢ ArosTLEs difleminated, the Fathers au-
“ thorized, and the Martyrs confirmed :”
Who, tho’ ¢ paradoxical in philofophy,
“loves in divinity to keep the beaten
¢ road ;" and pleafes himfelf, that  he has
“ no taint of herefy, {chifm, orerror:” To
whom ¢ where the Scripture is filent, the
“ Church is a text; where that fpeaks, ’tis
“ but a comment;” and who ufes not
¢ the di&ates of his own reafon, but where
“ there is a joint filence of both:” Who
¢ blefles himfelf, that he lived not in the
“ days of miracles, when faith had been
“ thruft upon him ; but enjoys that greater
“ blefling, pronounced to all that believe
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“and faw not.” He cannot furely be
charged with a defe& of faith, who ¢ be-
¢ lieves that our SAviour was dead, and
“ buried, and rofe again, and defires to fee
“ him in his glory:” and who affirms,
that “ this is not much to believe;” that
“as we have reafon, we owe this faith
“ unto hiftory;” and that ¢they only had
“ the advantage of a bold and noble faith,
“ who lived before his coming ; and, upon
“ obfcure prophecies and myftical types,
“ could raife a belief.” Nor can contempt
of the pofitive and ritual parts of religion be
imputed to him, who doubts, whether a
good man would refufe a_poifoned eucha-
rift ; and ¢ who would violate his own arm,
“ rather than a church.”

The opinions of every man muft be
learned from himfelf: concerning his prac-
tice, it is fafeft to truft the evidence of
others. Where thefe teftimonies concur,
no higher degree of hiftorical certainty
can be obtained ; and they apparently con-
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cur to prove, that BRowNE was A zEALOUS
ADHERENT To THE FAITH oF CHRIST,
that HE LIVED IN OBEDIENCE TO HIS LAWS,
AND DIED IN CONFIDENCE OF HIS MERCY.
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TO THE RIGHT HONOURABLE

DAVID EARL OF BUCHAN,

VISCOUNT AUCHTERHOUSE, LORD CARDROSS
AND.  GLENDOVACHIE,
ONE OF THE LORDS COMMISSIONERS OF POLICE, AND LORD
LIEUTENANT Of THE COUNTIES OF STIRLING
AND CLACKMANNAN IN NORTH

BRITAIN.

My Lorbp,

JHE Honour you have done our
Family obligeth us to make all
juft Acknowledgments of it: and
there is no Form of Acknowledgment in
our Power, more worthy of your Lord.
thip’s Acceptance, than this Dedication of
the last Work of our Honoured and Learned
Father. Encouraged hereunto by the know-
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ledge we have of Your Lordfhip’s Judicious
Relith of univerfal Learning, and fublime
Virtue, we beg the Favour of Your Accept-
ance of it, which will very much oblige
our Family in general, and Her in parti-
cular, who is,

My Lorp,
Your Lordthip’s
moft humble Servant,

EL1zABETH LITTLETON.




THE PREFACE.

B E' any one, after he has read Religio
A Medici, and the enfuing Difcourfe,
can make doubt, whether the [ame
perfon was the author of them both, he may
be affured by the tefiimony of Mrs. LITTLE-
ToN, Sir THomAs BRowN’s daughter, who
lived with her father when it was compofed
by him ; and who, at the time, read it written
by his own hand : and alfo by the teftimony of
others (of whom I am one), who read the
manufcript of the author, immediately after
his death, and who have fince read the fame ;
from which it hath been faithfully and exaltly
tranfcribed for the prefs. The reafon why it
was not printed fooner is, becaufe it was un-

happily Ioff, by being miflay'd among other
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manufcripts for which fearch was lately made
in the prefence of the Lord Archbifbop of
Canterbury, of which his Grace, by letter,
informed Mrs. LITTLETON, when he fent the
manufcript to her. There is nothing printed
in the difcourfe, or in the fhort notes, but what
is found in the original manufcript of the
. author, except only where an overfight had
. made the addition or tranfpofition of fome
- words neceffary.

JoHN JEFFERY,
Arch-Deacon of Norwich.
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ParT 1.

this funambulatory* track and nar-
row path of goodnefs: purfue vir-
tue virtuoufly : leven not good a&ions, nor
render virtues difputable. Stain not fair
acts with foul intentions: maim not up-
rightnefs by halting concomitances, nor
circumftantially deprave f{ubftantial good-
nefs.

Confider whereabout thou art in CEBEs’s ®

! Narrow, like the walk of a rope-dancer.

2 The table or pi¢ture of CesEs, an' allegorical reprefenta-
tion of the charafters and conditions of mankind; which is
tranflated by Mr. Collier, and added to the meditations of
ANTONINUS.
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table, or that old philofophical pinax! of the
life of man: whether thou art yet in the
road of uncertainties; whether thou haft
yet entred the narrow gate, got up the hill
and afperous way, which leadeth unto the
houfe of fanity; or taken that purifying
potion from the hand of fincere erudition,
which may fend thee clear and pure away
unto a virtuous and happy life.

In this virtuous voyage of thy life hull
not about like the ark, without the ufe of
rudder, maft, or fail, and bound for no port.
Let not difappointment caufe defpondency,
nor difficulty defpair. 'Think not that you
are failing from Lima to Manilla,® when
you may faften up the rudder, and fleep
before the wind; but expe& rough feas,
flaws,> and contrary blafts: and ’tis well,

! Pi¢ture.

2 Over the -pacifick ocean, in the courfe of the fhip which
now fails from Acapulco to Manilla, perhaps formerly from
Lima, or more properly from Callao, Lima not being a fea-

port.
3 « Sudden gufts, or violent attacks of bad weather.”
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if by many crofs tacks and veerings you
arrive at the port; for we fleep in lions’
fkins* in our progrefs unto virtue, and we
flide not but climb unto it.

Sit not down in the popular forms and
common level of virtues. Offer not only
peace-offerings but holocaufts unto Gop :
where all is due make no referve, and cut
not a cummin-feed with the ALmiGHTY:
to ferve Him fingly to ferve ourfelves, were
too partial a piece of piety; not like to
place us in the illuftrious manfions of

glory.
¥

A over thy paffions. Let anger walk
hanging down the head ; let malice

! That is, “in armour, in a ftate of military vigilance.”
One of the Grecian chiefs ufed to reprefent open force by
the “lion’s tkin,” and policy by the ¢ fox’s tail.”

* Ovation, a petty and minor kind of triumph. Note 0
the firft edition.
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go manicled, and envy fetter’d after thee.
Behold within thee the long train of thy
trophies, not without -thee. ~ Make the
quarrelling Lapithytes fleep, and Centaurs
within lie quiet.' Chain up the unruly
legion of thy breaft. Lead thine own

captivity captive, and be Cafar within
thyfelf.

¥

AYE that is chaft and continent not to
sl impair his ftrength, or honeft for
et fear of contagion, will hardly be
heroically virtuous. Adjourn not this virtue
until that temper, when Cato? could lend
out his wife, and impotent fatyrs write
fatyrs upon luft : but be chaft in thy flaming

days, when Alexander dar’d not truft his

! That is, * thy turbulent and irafcible paffions.” For the
Lapithytes and Centaurs, fee Ovid.

2 The Cenfor, who is frequently confounded, and by
Pope amongft others, with Cato of Utica.
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eyes upon the fair fifters of Darius, and when
fo many think there is no other way but
Origen’s.

)

QHOW thy art in honefty, and lofe
d not thy virtue by the bad managery
of it. Be temperate and fober; not
to preferve your body in an ability for wan-
tcn ends; not to avoid the infamy of com-
mon tranfgreflors that way, and thereby to
hope to expiate or palliate obfcure and clofer
vices ; not to {pare your purfe, nor fimply to
enjoy health : but in one word, that thereby
you may truly ferve Gop, which every fick-
nefs will tell you you cannot well do without
health. The fick man’s facrifice is but a
lame oblation. Pious treafures laid up in
healthful days, plead for fick non-perform-
ances © without which we muft needs look
back with anxiety upon the loft opportuni-
ties of health; and may have caufe rather

————
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to envy than pity the ends of penitent pub-
lick fufferers, who go with healthful prayers
unto the laft fcene of their lives, and in
the integrity of their faculties' return their
{pirit unto Gobp that gave it.

]

PG L charitable before wealth make
, b thee covetous, and lofe not the

==f olory of the mite. If riches in-
creafe, let thy mind hold pace with them;
and think it not enough to be liberal, but
munificent. Though a cup of cold water
from fome hand may not be without its
reward, yet ftick not thou for wine and oil
for the wounds of the diftrefled; and treat
the poor, as our Saviour did the multi-
tude, to the reliques of fome bafkets. Dif-
fufe thy beneficence early, and while thy
treafures call thee mafter : there may be an

! ¢« With their faculties unimpaired.”
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Atropos® of thy fortunes before that of thy
life, and thy wealth cut off before that
hour, when all men fhall be poor ; for the
juftice of death looks equally upon the
dead, and Charon expe@s no more from
Alexander than from Irus.

§

SJIVE not only unto feven, but alfo
| unto eight, that is, unto more than

=3 many.! Though to give unto
every one that afketh may feem fevere
advice,® yet give thou alfo before afking;
that is, where want is filently clamorous,
and men’s neceflities not their tongues do
loudly call for thy mercies. Forthough fome-
times neceffitoufnefs be dumb, or mifery
fpeak not out, yet true charity is fagacious,
and will find out hints for beneficence.

! Atropos is the lady of deftiny that cuts the thread of
life. )
* Ecclefiafticus. * Luke.

.
—~——t
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Acquaint thyfelf with the phyfiognomy of
want, and let the dead colours and firft
lines of neceflity fuffice to tell thee there is
an object for thy bounty. Spare not where
thou canft not eafily be prodigal, and fear
not to be undone by mercy; for fince he
who hath pity on the poor lendeth unto the
Almighty rewarder, who obferves no ides!
but every day for his payments, charity
becomes pious ufury, Chriftian liberality
the moft thriving induftry; and what we
adventure in a cockboat may return in a
carrack unto us. He who thus cafts his
bread upon the water, fhall furely find it
again; for though it falleth to the bottom,
it finks but like the ax of the prophet, to
rife again unto him.

! The ides was the time when money lent out at intereft
was commonly repaid.
Feenerator Alphius
Suam religit Idibus pecuniam,
Quzrit calendis ponere. Hor.
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R E avarice be thy vice, yet make it
not thy punifhment. Miferable
men commiferate not themfelves,
bowellefs unto others, and mercilefs unto
their own bowels. Let the fruition of
things blefs the poffeflion of them, and
think it more fatisfattion to live richly
than die rich. For fince thy good works,
not thy goods, will follow thee; fince
wealth is an appertinance of life, and no
dead man is rich ; to famifh in plenty, and
live poorly, to die rich, were a multiplying
improvement in madnefs, and ufe upon ufe

in folly.

¥

==4RUST not to the omnipotency of
5(% #9 gold, and fay not unto it thou art
: my confidence. Kifs not thy hand
to that terreftrial fun, nor bore thy ear unto
its fervitude. A flave unto mammon makes
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no fervant unto Gop. Covetoufnefs cracks
the finews of faith; numbs the apprehen-
fion of any thing above fenfe; and only
affeted with the certainty of things pre-
fent, makes a peradventure of tliings to
come; lives but unto one world, nor hopes
but fears another; makes their own death
fweet unto others, bitter unto themfelves;
brings formal fadnefs, fcenical mourning,
and no wet eyes at the grave.

)

‘Y ERSONS lightly dipt, not gram’dl
in generous honetfty, are but pale in
goodnefs, and faint hued in integ-
rity. But be thou what thou virtuoufly
art, and let not the ocean wafh away thy
tinure. Stand magnetically® upon that

! Not deeply tinged, not died in grain.

2 That is, “ with a pofition as immutable as that of the
““ magnetical axis,” which is popularly fuppofed to be invari-
ably parallel to the meridian, or to ftand exatly north and
fouth.
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axis, when prudent fimplicity hath fixt
there; and let no attration invert the poles
of thy honefty. That vice may be uneafy
and even monftrous unto thee, let iterated
good ats and long confirmed habits make
virtue almoft natural, or a fecond nature in
thee. Since virtuous fuperftru&ions have
commonly generous foundations, dive into
thy .inclinations, and early difcover what
nature bids thee to be, or tells thee thou
may’ft be. They who thus timely defcend
into themfelves, and cultivate the good feeds
which nature hath fet in them, prove not
fhrubs but cedars in their generation. And
to be in the form of the beft of the bad,
or the worft of the good,' will be no fatif-
fa&ion unto them.

! Optimi malorum peflimi bonorum.  Firff edit.

¥
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ZBAKE not the confequence of virtue
i the ends thereof. Be not benefi-
4 cent for a name or cymbal of ap-
plaufe; nor exa& and juft in commerce for
the advantages of truft and credit, which
attend the reputation of true and pun&ual
dealing: for thefe rewards, though un-
fought for, plain virtue will bring with her.
To have other by-ends in good actions
fowers laudable performances, which muft
have deeper roots, motives, and inftigations,
to give them the ftamp of virtues.

¥

s/ L1 not the law of thy country be
M the non ultra of thy honefty ; nor
think that always good enough
which the law will make good. Narrow
not the law of charity, equity, mercy. Join
gofpel righteoufnefs with legal right. Be
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not a mere Gamaliel in the faith, but let '
the fermon in the mount be thy Targum
unto the law of Sinali.

¥

: IVE by old ethicks and the claffi-
N cal rules of honefty. Put no new
names or notions upon authentick
virtues and vices. Think not, that morality
is ambulatory ; that vices in one age are not
vices in another ; or that virtues, which are
under the everlafting feal of right reafon,
may be ftamped by opinion. And there-
fore though vicious times invert the opinions -
of things, and fet up new ethicks againft
virtue, yet hold thou unto old morality; -
and rather than follow a multitude to do -
evil, ftand like Pompey’s pillar confpicuous
by thyfelf, and fingle in integrity. And
fince the worft of times afford imitable ex-
amples of virtue; fince no deluge of vice

! A paraphrafe or amplification.
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is like to be fo general but more than eight
will efcape;! eye well thofe heroes who have
held their heads above water, who have
touched pitch and not been defiled, and in
the common contagion have remained un-
corrupted.

K3

ET age not envy draw wrinkles on
thy cheeks; be content to be en-
vy’d, but envy not. Emulation
may be plaufible and indignation allowable,
but admit no treaty with that paffion which
no circumftance can make good. A dif-
placency at the good of others becaufe they '
enjoy it, though not unworthy of it, is an
abfurd depravity, fticking faft unto cor-

‘rupted nature, and often too hard for hu-
mility and charity, the great fuppreflors of -
envy.  This furely is a lion not to be
ftrangled but by Hercules himfelf, or the

' Alluding to the flood of Noah.
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higheft ftrefs of our minds, and an atom of

that power which fubdueth all things unto
itfelf.
¥

AN WE not thy humility unto humi-
liation from adverfity, but look
A4S humbly down in that ftate when
others look upwards upon thee. Think
not thy own fhadow longer than that of
others, nor delight to take the altitude of
thyfelf. - Be patient in the age of pride,
when men live by fhort intervals of reafon
under the dominion of humor and paffion,
when it’s in the power of every one to
transform thee out of thyfelf, and run thee
into the fhort madnefs. If you cannot imi-
tate Jos, yet come not fhort of SocRATES,’

Dulcique fenex vicinus Hymetto,
Qui partem accepta f{eeva inter vincla cicute,
Accufatori nollet dare. Juv.

Not fo mild Thales, nor Chryfippus thought;
Nor the good man who drank the pois'nous draught
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and thofe patient Pagans who tired the
tongues of their enemies, while they per-
ceived they fpit their malice at brazen walls
and ftatues.

§

ET not the fun in capricorn! go
down upon thy wrath, but write
! thy wrongs in athes. Draw the
curtain of night upon injuries, fhut them
up in the tower of oblivion,* and let them
. be as though they had not been. To for-
. give our enemies, yet hope that Gop will
punifh them, is not to forgive enough. To :
forgive them ourfelves, and not to pray Gop

With mind ferene, and could not wifh to fee
His vile accufer drink as deep as he:
Exalted Socrates ! CREECH.

' Even when the days are fhorteft. Firf edit.

2 Alluding unto the tower of oblivion mentioned by Pro-
copius, which was the name of a tower of imprifonment
among the Perfians: whoever was put therein was as it were
buried alive, and it was death for any but to name him.
Firf} edit.
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to forgive them, is a partial piece of charity.
Forgive thine enemies totally, and without
any referve that, however, Gop will revenge
thee. ‘ '

¥

HILE thou fo hotly difclaimeft the
{ devil, be not guilty of diabolifm.
Fall not into one name with that
unclean {pirit, nor a& his nature whom
thou fo much abhorreft ; that is, to accufe,
calumniate, backbite, whifper, detra&, or
finiftroufly interpret others. Degenerous
depravities, and narrow-minded vices ! not
only below St. PauLr’s noble Chriftian but
ARISTOTLE’s true gentleman.! Truft not
with fome that the epiftle of St. James
is apocryphal, and fo read with lefs fear
that ftabbing truth, that in company with
this vice “ thy religion is in vain.” Mosks
broke the tables, without breaking of the

See Ariftotle’s Ethicks, chapter of Magnanimity. Note
to the firf} edit.
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law; but where charity is broke, the law
itfelf is fhattered, which cannot be whole
without Love, which is “the fulfilling of it.”
Look humbly upon thy virtues ; and though
thou art rich in fome, yet think thyfelf
poor and naked without that crowning
grace, which ¢ thinketh no evil, which en-
“ vieth not, which beareth, hopeth, believ-
“ eth, endureth all things.” With thefe
fure graces, while bufy tongues are crying
out for a drop of cold water, mutes may be
in happinefs, and fing the Trifagion® in
heaven. -
¢

YR HOWEVER thy underftanding may
ey Q- waver in the theories of true and

== falfe, yet faften the rudder of thy
will, fteer ftraight unto good and fall not
foul on evil. Imagination is apt to rove,
and conjecture to keep no bounds. Some
have run out fo far, as to fancy the ftars
' Holy, holy, holy. Firft edit.

A
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might be but the light of the cryftalline
" heaven fhot through perforations on the
bodies of the orbs. Others more ingeni-
oufly doubt whether there hath not been a |
vaft tra& of land. in the Atlantick ocean,
which earthquakes and violent caufes have
long ago devoured. Speculative mifappre-
henfions may be innocuous, but immorality
pernicious ; theorical miftakes and phyfical
deviations may condemn our judgments,
not lead us into judgment. But perverfity
of will, immoral and finful enormities
walk with Adrafte and Nemefis* at their
backs, purfue us unto judgment, and leave
us vicioufly miferable.

§

GID early defiance unto thofe vices
8Y which are of thine inward family,
~ and having a root in thy temper
plead a right and propriety in thee. Raife

! The powers of vengeance.
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timely batteries againft thofe ftrong holds
built upon the rock of nature, and make
this a great part of the militia of thy life.
Delude not thyfelf into iniquities from par-
ticipation or community, which abate the
fenfe but not the obliquity of them. To
conceive fins lefs, or lefs of fins, becaufe
others alfo tranfgrefs, were morally to com-
mit that natural fallacy of man, to take
comfort from fociety, and think adverfities
lefs becaufe others alfo fuffer them. The
1] politick nature of vice muft be oppofed by
policy ; and, therefore, wifer honefties pro-
je& and plot againft it: wherein, notwith-
ftanding, we are not to reft in generals, or
the trite ftratagems of art. That may fuc-
ceed with one, which may prove fuccefl-
lefs with another : there is no community
or commonweal of virtue: every man muft
ftudy his own ceconomy, and adapt fuch
rules unto the figure of himfelf.

¥
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QE {ubftantially great in thyfelf, and
more than thou appeareft unto
others; and let the world be de-
ceived in thee, as they are in the lights of
heaven. Hang early plummets upon the
heels of pride, and let ambition have but
an epicycle’ and narrow circuit in thee.
Meafure not thyfelf by thy morning fhadow,
but by the extent of thy grave ; and reckon
thyfelf above the earth, by the line thou
muft be contented with under it. Spread
not into boundlefs expanfions either of de-
figns or defires. Think not that mankind
liveth but for a few ; and that the reft are
born but to ferve thofe ambitions, which
make but flies of men and wildernefies of
whole nations. {Swell not into vehement

! An epicycle is a fmall revolution made by one planet in
the wider orbit of another planet. The meaning is, ¢ Let
“ not ambition form thy circle of action, but move upon
«¢ other principles; and let ambition only operate as fome-
«¢ thing extrinfick and adventitious.”
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ations which imbroil and confound the
earth; but be one of thofe violent ones
which force the kingdom of heaven.! If
thou muft needs rule, be Zeno’s king,® and
enjoy that empire which every man gives
himfelf. He who is thus his own monarch
contentedly fways the fcepter of himfelf,
not envying the glory of crowned heads
and elohims of the earth. Could the world
unite in the practife of that defpifed train
of virtues, which the divine ethicks of our
Saviour hath fo inculcated upon us, the
furious face of things muft difappear;
Eden would be yet to be found, and the
angels might look down, not with pity, but
joy upon us.

' Matthew xi.

2 That is, *the king of the Stoics,” whofe founder was

Zeno, and who held, that the wife man alone had power and
royalty.

¥
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=4HOUGH the quicknefs of thine
7’% P car were able to reach the noife of
: the moon, which fome think it
maketh in its rapid revolution ; though the
number of thy ears thould equal Argus his
eyes; yet ftop them all with the wife man’s
wax,' and be deaf unto the fuggeftions
of tale-bearers, calumniators, pickthank or
malevolent delators, who, while quiet men
fleep, fowing the tares of difcord and divi-
fion, diftra& the tranquillity of charity and
all friendly fociety. Thefe are the tongues
that fet the world on fire, cankers of repu-
tation, and, like that of Fomas his gourd,
wither a good name in a night. Evil {pirits
may fit ftill, while thefe fpirits walk about
and perform the bufinefs of hell. To fpeak
more ftri&ly, our corrupted hearts are the
factories of the devil, which may be at

! Alluding to the ftory of Ulyfles, who ftopped the ears of
his companions with wax when they pafled by the Sirens.
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work without his prefence; for when that
circumventing {pirit hath drawn malice,
envy, and all unrighteoufnefs unto well
rooted habits in his difciples, iniquity then
goes on upon its own legs; and if the gate
of hell were fhut up for a time, vice would
ftill be fertile and produce the fruits of hell.
Thus when Gop forfakes us, Satan alfo
leaves us : for fuch offenders he looks upon
as fure and fealed up, and his temptations
then needlefs unto them.

¥

INNIHILATE not the mercies of
% Gob by the oblivion of ingratitude:
4 for oblivion is a kind of annihila-
tion; and for things to be as though they
had not been, is like unto never being.
Make not thy head a grave, but a repofitory
of Gop’s mercies. Though thou hadft the
memory of Seneca, or Simonides, and con-
{cience the punctual memorift within us,
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yet truft not to thy remembrance in things
which need phylacteries.' Regifter not
only ftrange, but merciful occurrences.
Let Ephemerides not Olympiads® give thee
account of his mercies: let thy diaries ftand
thick with dutiful mementos and afteritks
of acknowledgment. And to be compleat
and forget nothing, date not his mercy from
thy nativity ; look beyond the world, and
before the @ra of Apam.

)
B\ AINT not the fepulcher of thy felf,

¥4 and ftrive not to beautify thy cor-
™ ruption. Be not an advocate for

thy vices, nor call for many hour-glaffes® to

! A phyla&ery is a writing bound upon the forehead, con-
taining fomething to be kept conftantly in mind. This was
praftifed by the Jewith dofors with regard to the Mofaic
law.

% Particular journals of every day, not abftradts compre-
hending feveral years under one notation. An Ephemeris is
a diary, an Olympiad is the {pace of four years.

3 That is, “do not fpeak much or long in juftification of
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juftify thy imperfections. Think not that
always good which thou thinkeft thou canft
always make good, nor that concealed which
the {un doth not behold: that which the
fun doth not now fee, will be vifible when
the fun is out, and the ftars are fallen from
heaven. Mean while there is no darknefs
unto conicience; which can fee without
light, and in the deepeft obfcurity give a
clear draught of things, which the cloud of
diffimulation hath conceal’d from all eyes.
There is a natural ftanding court within us,
examining, acquitting, and condemning at
the tribunal of ourfelves ; wherein iniquities
have their natural thetas' and no nocent
is abfolved by the verdi& of himfelf.? And
therefore although our tranfgreffions fhall
be tried at the laft bar, the procefs need
¢ thy faults.” The antient pleaders talked by a Clepfydra,
or meafurer of time.

! O a theta infcribed upon the judge’s teflera or ballot was
a mark for death or capital condemnation.

2 —— Se
Judice nemo nocens abfolvitur.  Juv.
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not be long: for the Judge of all knoweth
all, and every man will nakedly know him-
felf; and when fo few are like to plead not
guilty, the affize muft foon have an end.

§

Warmd OMPLY with fome humours, bear
with others, but ferve none. Civil
— complacency confifts with decent
honefty : Flattery is a juggler, and no kin
unto fincerity. But while thou maintaineft
the plain path, and fcorneft to flatter others,
fall not into felf-adulation, and become not
thine own parafite. Be deaf unto thyfelf,
and be not betrayed at home. Self-credu-
lity, pride, and levity lead unto felf-idolatry.
There is no Damocles* like unto felf-opi-
nion, nor any Siren to our own fawning
conceptions. To magnify our minor things,
or hug ourfelves in our apparitions ;* to

! Damocles was a flatterer of Dionyfius.
2 Appearances without realities.

D
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afford a credulous ear unto the clawing'
{uggeftions of fancy; to pafs our days in
painted miftakes of ourfelves; and tho’ we
behold our own blood,? to think ourfelves
the fons of Jupiter;* are blandifhments of
felf-love, worfe than outward delufion. By
this impofture wife men fometimes are
miftaken in their elevation, and look above
themfelves. And fools, which are anti-
podes* unto the wife, conceive themfelves
to be but their Periceci,’ and in the fame
parallel with them.

! Tickling, flattering. A clawback is an old word for a
flatterer.  Jewel calls fome writers for popery ¢ the pope’s
¢ clawbacks.”

3 That is, “though we bleed when we are wounded,
¢¢ though we find in ourfelves the imperfe&ions of humanity.”

3 As Alexander the Greatdid.  Firf edit.

4 Oppofites.

5 Only placed at a diftance in the fame line.

¥
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JE not a Hercules furens abroad, and
a poltron within thyfelf. To chafe
our enemies out of the field, and
be led captive by our vices; to beat down
our foes, and fall down to our concupifcen-
ces ; are ,folecii:ms in moral {chools, and no
laurel attends them. To well manage our
affections, and wild horfes of Plato, are the
. higheft Circenfes:* and the nobleft digla-
diation? is in the theatre of ourfelves; for
therein our inward antagonifts, not only
like common gladiators, with ordinary wea-
pons and down-right blows make at us, but
alfo, like retiary and laqueary® combatants,
with nets, frauds, and entanglements, fall
upon us. Weapons for fuch combats are

! Circenfes were Roman horfe-races.

2 Fencing-match.

3 The Retiarius or Laquearius was a prize-fighter, who
entangled his opponent in a net, which by fome dexterous
management he threw upon him.
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not to be forged at Lipara:' Vulcan’s art
doth nothing in this internal militia;
wherein not the armour of Achilles, but
the armature of St. PavuL, gives the glo-
rious day, and triumphs not leading up into
capitols, but up into the higheft heavens.
And, therefore, while fo many think it the
only valour to command and mafter others,
ftudy thou the dominion of thyfelf, and
quiet thine own commotions. Let right
reafon be thy Lycurgus,® and lift up thy
hand unto the law of it: move by the
intelligences of the fuperiour faculties, not
by. the rapt of paffion, nor merely by that
of temper and conftitution. They who are
merely carried on by the wheel of fuch in-
clinations, without the hand and guidance of
fovereign reafon, are but the automatouss
part of mankind, rather lived than living,
or at leaft underliving themfelves.

! The Liparzan iflands, near Italy, being volcanos, were
fabled to contain the forges of the Cyclops.
2 Thy lawgiver.

3 Moved not by choice, but by fome mechanical impulfe.
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o/ ET not fortune, which hath no
¥ name in Scripture, have any in thy
divinity. Let PRrovIDENCE, not
chance, have the honour of thy acknow-
ledgments, and be thy (Edipus in contin-
gences. Mark well the paths and winding
ways thereof ; but be not too wife in the
conftruction, or fudden in the application.
The hand of ProvIDENCE writes often by
abbreviatures, hieroglyphicks or fhort cha-
ra&ers, which, like the Laconifm® on the
wall, are not to be made out but by a hint
or key from that SpiriT which indited
them. Leave future occurrences to their
uncertainties, think that which is prefent
thy own; and fince it is-eafier to foretel
an eclipfe, than a foul day, at fome diftance,
look for little regular below. Attend with
patience the uncertainty of things, and what

1 The fhort fentence written on the wall of Belfhazzar.
See Daniel.
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lieth yet unexerted in the chaos of futu-
| rity. The uncertainty and ignorance of
things to come, makes the world new unto
us by unexpefted emergencies ; whereby
we pafs not our days in the trite road of
affairs affording no novity ; for the noveliz-
ing {pirit of man lives by variety, and the
new faces of things.

¢

JHOUGH a contented mind enlarg-
’% 8 cth the dimenfion of little things;
. % and unto fome ’tis wealth enough
not to be poor; and others are well con-
tent, if they be but rich enough to be honett,
and to give every man his due: yet fall not
into that obfolete affeGation of bravery, to
throw away thy money, and to reject all
honours or honourable ftations in this
courtly and fplendid world. OIld gene-
rofity is fuperannuated, and fuch contempt
of the world out of date. No man is now
like to refufe the favour of great ones, or
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be content to fay unto princes, ftand out of
my fun.® And if any there be of fuch
antiquated refolutions, they are not like to
be tempted out of them by great ones ; and
’tis fair if they efcape the name of hypocon-
driacks from the genius of latter times, unto
whom contempt of the world is the moft
contemptible opinion ; and to be able, like
Bias, to carry all they have about them were
to be the eighth wife-man. However, the
old tetrick philofophers® look’d always with
indignation upon fuch a face of things;
and obferving the unnatural current of
riches, power, and honour in the world,
and withal the imperfe&ion and demerit of
perfons often advanced unto them, were
tempted unto angry opinions, that affairs
were ordered more by ftars than reafon,
and that things went on rather by lottery
than election.

! This was the anfwer made by Diogenes to Alexander,
who atked him what he had to requeft.
2 Sour, morofe,
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JF thy veflel be but fmall in the
N4 ocean of this world, if meannefs
M of pofieflions be thy allotment upon
earth, forget not thofe virtues which the
great difpofer of all bids thee to entertain
from thy quality and condition; that is, fub-
miffion, humility, content of mind, and in-
duftry. Content may dwell in all ftations.
To be low, but above contempt, may be
high enough to be happy. But many of
low degree may be higher than computed,
and fome cubits above the common com-
menfuration ; for in all ftates virtue gives
qualifications and allowances, which make
out defe@ts. Rough diamonds are fome-
times miftaken for pebbles ; and meannefs
may be rich in accomplithments, which
riches in vain defire. If our merits be
above our ftations, if our intrinfecal value
be greater than what we go for, or our
value than our valuation, and if we ftand
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higher in Gobp’s, than in the Cenfor’s book;*
it may make fome equitable balance in the
inequalities of this world, and there may be
no fuch vaft chafm or gulph between dis-
parities as common meafures determine.
The Divine eye looks upon high and low
differently from that of man. They who
feem to ftand upon Olympus,® and high
mounted unto our eyes, may be but in the
valleys, and low ground unto his; for he
looks upon thofe as higheft who neareft
approach his DiviNITY, and upon thofe as
loweft who are fartheft from it.

)
£l HEN thou lookeft upon the imper-
(@ feGtions of others, allow one eye
- for what is laudable in them, and

1 The book in which the Cenfus, or account of every man’s
eftate, was regiftered among the Romans.
2 An high mountain.
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the balance they have from fome excel-
lency, which may render them confider-
able. . While we look with fear or hatred
upon the teeth of the viper, we may behold
his eye with love. In venemous natures
fomething may be amiable : poifons afford
antipoifons: nothing is totally, or altoge-
ther ufeleflly bad. Notable virtues are
fometimes dathed with notorious vices, and
in fome vicious tempers have been found
illuftrious a&s of virtue ; which makes fuch
obfervable worth in fome a&ions of king
Demetrius, Antonius, and Ahab, as are not
to be found in the fame kind in Ariftides,
Numa, or David. Conftancy, generofity,
clemency, and liberality, have been highly
confpicuous in fome perfons not mark’d
out in other concerns for example or imita-
tion. But fince goodnefs is exemplary in
all, if others have not our virtues, let us
not be wanting in theirs; nor {corning
them for their vices whereof we are free,
be condemned by their virtues wherein we
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are deficient. There is drofs, alloy, and
embafement in all human tempers; and he
flieth without wings, who thinks to find
ophir or pure metal in any. For perfetion
is not, like light, center’d in any one body;
but, like the difperfed feminalities of vege-
tables at the creation, {cattered through the
whole mafs of the earth, no place pro-
ducing all, and almoft all fome. So that
’tis well, if a perfe& man can be made out
of many men, and, to the perfe& eye of
Gop, even out of mankind. Time, which
perfects fome things, imperfets alfo others.
- Could we intimately apprehend the ideated
man, and as he ftood in the intelle& of Gop
upon the firft exertion by creation, we
might more narrowly comprehend our pre-
fent degeneration, and how widely we are
fallen from the pure exemplar and idea of
our nature : for after this corruptive elon-
gation from a primitive and pure creation,
we ,are almoft loft in degeneration; and
Apawm hath not only fallen from his Crea-
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ToR, but we ourfelves from ApAM, our
Tycho* and primary generator.

§

JUARREL not rafhly with adverfi-
ties not yet underftood ; and over-
B look not the mercies often bound
up in them: for we confider not fuffi-
ciently the good of evils, nor fairly com-
pute the mercies of PRoviDENCE in things
affliGive at firft hand. The famous An-
dreas Doria being invited to a feaft by
Aloyfio Fiefchi with defign to kill him,
juft the night before fell mercifully into a
fit of the gout and fo efcaped that mifchief.
When Cato intended to kill himfelf, from
a blow which he gave his fervant, who
would not reach his fword unto him, his
hand fo fwell’d that he had much ado to

' ‘O riyxwv qui facit, ‘O ruxdy qui adeptus eft: he that
makes, or he that poflefles ; as Adam might be faid to contain
within him the race of mankind.
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effe® his defign. Hereby any one but a
refolved Stoick might have taken a fair
hint of confideration, and that fome mer-
ciful genius would have contrived his pre-
fervation. To be fagacious in fuch inter-
currences is not fuperftition, but wary and
pious difcretion ; and to contemn fuch hints
were to be deaf unto the fpeaking hand of
Gobp, wherein Socrates and Cardan! would
hardly have been miftaken.

?

IREAK not open the gate of de-
&Y ftru@ion, and make no hafte or
buftle unto ruin. Poft not heed-
leflly on unto the non ultra of folly, or
precipice of perdition. Let vicious ways
have their tropicks®? and deflexions, and
{wim in the waters of fin but as in the

! Socrates, and Cardan, perhaps in imitation of him,
talked of an attendant fpirit or genius, that hinted from time
to time how they fhould aét.

2 The tropick is the point where the fun turns back.
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Afphaltick lake,' though fmeared and de-
filed, not to fink to the bottom. If thou
haft dipt thy foot in the brink, yet venture
not over Rubicon.? Run not into extremi-
ties from whence there is no regreffion.
In the vicious ways of the world it merci-
fully falleth out that we become not extem-
pore wicked, but it taketh fome time and
pains to.undo ourfelves. We fall not from
virtue, like Vulcan from heaven, in a day.
Bad difpofitions require fome time to grow
into bad habits; bad habits muft under-
mine good, and often repeated ats make
us habitually evil: fo that by gradual de-
pravations, and while we are but ftagger-
ingly evil, we are not left without paren-
thefes of confiderations, thoughtful rebukes,
and merciful interventions, to recal us unto

, The lake of Sodom; the waters of which being very
falt, and, therefore, heavy, will fcarcely fuffer an animal to
fink.

£ The river, by crofling which Cafar declared war againft
the fenate.
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ourfelves. For the wifdom of Gop hath
methodiz’d the courfe of things unto the
beft advantage of goodnefs, and thinking
confiderators overlook not the tra& thereof.

¥

Pz I NCE men and women have their
YmY proper virtues and vices ; and even
S/ twins of different fexes have not

only diftin& coverings in the womb, but
differing qualities and virtuous habits after;
tranfplace not their proprieties, nor con-
found not their diftin&ions. Let mafculine
and feminine accomplitfhments thine in their
proper orbs, and adorn their refpeive fub-
je@s. However unite not the vices of both
fexes in one; be not monftrous in iniquity,
nor hermaphroditically vitious.

.

§
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JF generous honefty, valour, and
M4 plain dealing, be the cognifance of |
thy family, or chara@eriftick of thy
country, hold faft fuch inclinations fuckt in
| with thy firft breath, and which lay in the
cradle with thee. Fall not into transforming
degenerations, which under the old name
create a new nation. Be not an alien in
thine own nation; bring not Orontes into
Tiber ;! learn the virtues not the vices of
thy foreign neighbours, and make thy imi-
tation by difcretion not contagion. Feel
fomething of thyfelf in the noble a&s of
thy anceftors, and find in thine own genius
that of thy predeceflors. Reft not under
the expired merits of others, fhine by thofe
of thy own. Flame not like the central
fire which enlightneth no eyes, which no

! In Tiberim defluxit Orontes : ¢ Orontes has mingled her
¢ ftream with the Tiber,” fays Juvenal, fpeaking of the con-
fluence of foreigners to Rome.
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man feeth, and moft men think there’s no
fuch thing to be feen. Add one ray unto
the common luftre; add not only to the
number but the note of thy generation;
and prove not a cloud but an afterifk! in
thy region.

¢

INCE thou haft an alarum? in thy
breaft, which tells thee thou haft
a living {pirit in thee above two
thoufand times in an hour; dull not away
thy days in flothful fupinity and the tediouf-
nefs of doing nothing. To ftrenuous minds
there is an inquietude in overquietnefs, and
no laborioufnefs in labour ; and to tread a
mile after the flow pace of a {nail, or the
heavy meafures of the lazy of Brazilia,®

were a moft tiring pennance, and worfe

1 A fmall ftar. .

2 The motion of the heart, which beats about fixty times
in 2 minute ; or, perhaps, the motion of refpiration, which is
nearer to the number mentioned.

3 An animal called more commonly the Sloth, which is faid
to be feveral days in climbing a tree.

E
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than a race of fome furlongs at the Olym-
picks.! The rapid courfes of the heavenly
bodies are rather imitable by our thoughts,
than our corporeal motions ; yet the folemn
motions of our lives amount unto a greater
meafure than is commonly apprehended.
Some few men have furrounded the globe
of the earth; yet many in the fet locomo-
tions and movements of their days have
meafured the circuit of it, and twenty
thoufand miles have been exceeded by
them. Move circumfpeétly not meticu-
loufly,* and rather carefully follicitous than
anxioufly follicitudinous. Think not there
is a lion in the way, nor walk with leaden
fandals in the paths of goodnefs; but in all
virtuous motions let prudence determine thy
mecafures. Strive not to run like Hercules,
a furlong in a breath: feftination may prove
precipitation ; deliberatingdelay may be wife
cun@ation, and flownefs no flothfulnefs.

! The Olympick games, of which the race was one of the
chief. * Timidly.
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INCE virtuous actions have their
own trumpets, and, without any
noife from thyfelf, will have their
refound abroad ; bufy not thy beft member
in the encomium of thyfelf. Praife is a
debt we owe unto the virtues of others,
and due unto our own from all, whom
malice hath not made mutes, or envy ftruck
dumb. Fall not, however, into the com-
mon prevaricating way of felf-commenda-
tion and boafting, by denoting the imper-
fe&ions of others. He who difcommendeth
others obliquely, commendeth himfelf. He
who whifpers their infirmities, proclaims
his own exemption from them ; and, con-
fequently, fays, I am not as this publican,
or hic niger,' whom I talk of. Open of-

' Hic niger eft, hunc tu Romane caveto. Hor, Firff edit.

This man is vile ; here, Roman, fix your mark ;
His foul is black, as his complexion’s dark.
Francis.
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tentation and loud vain-glory is more toler-
able than this obliquity, as but containing
fome froth no ink, as but confifting of a
perfonal piece of folly, nor complicated
with uncharitablenefs.  Superfluoufly we
feek a precarious applaufe abroad: every
good man hath his plaudite! within him-
felf; and though his tongue be filent, is not
without loud cymbals in his breaft. Con-
fcience will become his panegyrift, and
never forget to crown and extol him unto

himfelf.
?

QLESS not thyfelf only that thou
@Y wert born in Athens;? but, among
S thy multiplied acknowledgements,
lift up one hand unto heaven, that thou
wert born of honeft parents; that modetfty,

! Plaudite was the term by which the antient theatrical
performers folicited a clap.

% As Socrates did. Athens a place of learning and civility.
Firft edit.
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humility, patience, and veracity, lay in the
fame egg, and came into the world with
thee. From fuch foundations thou mayft
be happy in a virtuous precoaty, and make
an early and long walk in goodnefs; fo
mayft thou more naturally feel the con-
trariety of vice unto nature, and refift fome
by the antidote of thy temper. As charity
covers, fo modefty preventeth a multitude
of fins; withholding from noon-day vices
and brazen-brow’d iniquities, from finning
on the houfe-top, and painting our follieg
with the rays of thefun. Where this virtue
reigneth, though vice may fhow its head, it
cannot be in its glory. Where thame of
fin fets, look not for virtue to arife; for
when modefty taketh wmg, Aftrea® goes
foon after.

! A ripenefs preceding the ufual time.

? Aftrza Goddefs of juftice and confequently of all virtue,
Firf} edit.

?
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=*3HE heroical vein of mankind runs
# much in the foldiery, and coura-
8 geous part of the world; and in
that form we ofteneft find men above men.
Hiftory is full of the gallantry of that
tribe; and when we read their notable
alts, we eafily find what a difference there
is between a life in Plutarch! and in Laér-
tius.>  Where true fortitude dwells, loyalty,
bounty, friendfhip, and fidelity may be
found. A man may confide in perfons
conftituted for noble ends, who dare do
and fuffer, and who have a hand to burn
for their country and their friend.®* Small
and creeping things are the produ& of
petty fouls. He is like to be miftaken,
who makes choice of a covetous man for a
friend, or relieth upon the reed of narrow

! Who wrote the lives, for the moft part, of warriors.
2 Who wrote the lives of philofophers.
3 Like Mutius Szvola.
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and poltron friendfhip. Pitiful things are
only to be found in the cottages of fuch
breafts; but bright thoughts, clear deeds,
conftancy, fidelity, bounty, and generous
honefty are the gems of noble minds;
wherein, to derogate from none, the true
heroick Englith gentleman hath no peer.




CHRISTIAN MORALS.
Part II.

PG UNISH not thyfelf with pleafure;
glut not thy fenfe with palative
delights; nor revenge the con-
tempt of temperance by the penalty of fa-
tiety. Were there an age of delight or
any pleafure durable,who would not honour
Volupia? but the race of delight is fhort,
and pleafures have mutable faces. The
pleafures of one age are not pleafures in
another, and their lives fall fthort of our
own. Even in our fenfual days, the
ftrength of delight'is in its feldomnefs or

! Voluptates commendat rarior ufus.
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rarity, and fting in its fatiety : mediocrity
is its life, and immoderacy its confufion.
The luxurious emperors cf old inconfider-
ately fatiated themfelves with the dainties
of fea and land, till, wearied through all
varieties, their refetions became a ftudy
unto them, and they were fain to feed by
invention: novices in true Epicurifm!
which by mediocrity, paucity, quick and
healthful appetite, makes delights fmartly
acceptable ; whereby Epicurus himfelf
found Jupiter’s brain' in a piece of Cythe-
ridian cheefe, and the tongues of nightin-
gales® in a difh of onions. Hereby health-
ful and temperate poverty hath the ftart of
naufeating luxury; unto whofe clear and
naked appetite every meal is a feaft, and in
one fingle difh the firft courfe of Metellus;3

! Cerebrum Jovis, for a delicious bit. Firf edit.

2 A difh ufed among the luxurious of antiquity.

# Metellus his riotous pontifical fupper, the great varicty
whereat is to be feen in Macrobius. Firf edit. The fupper
was not given by Metellus, but by Lentulus when he was
made prieft of Mars, and recorded by Metellus.
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who are cheaply hungry, and never lofe
their hunger, or advantage of a craving
appetite, becaufe obvious food contents it;
while Nero,! half famifh’d, could not feed
upon a piece of bread, and, lingring after
his fnowed water, hardly got down an ordi-
nary cup of Calda.* By fuch circum{crip-
tions of pleafure the contemned philofophers
referved unto themfelves the fecret of de-
light, which the Helluo’s® of thofe days
loft in their exorbitances. In vain we
ftudy delight: it is at the command of
every fober mind, and in every fenfe born
with us: but nature, who teacheth us the
rule of pleafure, inftructeth alfo in the
bounds thereof, and where its line ex-
pireth. And therefore temperate minds,
not prefling their pleafures until the fting
appeareth, enjoy their contentations con-
tentedly, and without regret, and fo efcape

' Nero in his flight. Sueton. Firf# edit.
2 Warm water. Calde gelideque minifter. Firf edit.
3 Gluttons.
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the folly of excefs, to be pleafed unto dif-
placency.

¥

EeEAGRING candid eyes unto the perufal
4l of men’s works, and let not Zoi-
Sl ]ifm! or detraltion blaft well-in-
tended labours. He that endureth no faults
in men’s writings muft only read his own,
wherein for the moft part all appeareth
white. Quotation miftakes, inadvertency,
expedition, and human lapfes, may make
not only moles but warts in learned authors ;
who, notwithftanding, being judged by the
capital matter, admit not of difparagement.
I fhould unwillingly affirm that Cicero
was but {lightly verfed in HoMER, becaufe
in his work ¢ De Gloria” he afcribed thofe
verfes unto Ajax, which were delivered by
He&or. What if Plautus in the account
of Hercules miftaketh nativity for concep-

! From Zoilus the calumniator of HoMEr.
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tion? Who would have mean thoughts of
Apollinaris Sidonius, who feems to miftake
the river Tigris for Euphrates? and though
a good hiftorian and learned bithop of
Avergne had the misfortune to be out in
the ftory of Davip, making mention of
him when the ark was fent back by the
Philiftins upon a cart; which was before
his time. Though I have no great opinion
of Machiavel’s learning, yet I fhall not
prefently fay that he was but a novice in
Roman hiftory, becaufe he was miftaken
in placing Commodus after the emperor
Severus. Capital truths are to be narrowly
eyed; collateral lapfes and circumftantial
deliveries not to be too ftrittly fifted. And
if the fubftantial fubject be well forged out,
we need not examine the fparks which ir-

regularly fly from it.
¥
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o/ ET well-weighed confiderations, not
RN ftiff and peremptory affumptions,
guide thy difcourfes, pen, and ac-
tions. To begin or continue our works
like Trifmegiftus of old, “verum certe
“verum atque verifimum eft,”* would
found arrogantly unto prefent ears in this
ftrict enquiring age ; wherein, for the moft
part, probably, and perhaps, will hardly
ferve to mollify the fpirit of captious con-
traditors. If Cardan faith that a parrot is
a beautiful bird, Scaliger will fet his wits
o’ work to prove it a deformed animal.
The compage of all phyfical truths is not
fo clofely jointed, but oppofition may find '
intrufion ; nor always fo clofely maintained,
as not to fuffer attrition. Many pofitions
feem quodlibetically® conftituted, and like

! In Tabula Smaragdina. Firf# edit.
¢¢ It is true, certainly true, true in the higheft degree.”
? Determinableon either fide.




62 Chritian aPorals.

a Delphian blade! will cut on both fides.
Some truths feem almoft falfhoods, and
fome falthoods almoft truths ; wherein fal{-
hood and truth feem almoft ®quilibrioufly
ftated, and but a few grains of diftin&ion
to bear down the balance. Some have
digged deep, yet glanced by the royal vein; *
and a man may come unto the Pericar-
dium,? but not the heart of truth. Be-
fides, many things are known, as fome are
feen, that is by Parallaxis,* or at fome dif-
tance from their true and proper beings,
the fuperficial regard of things having a
different afpe& from their true and central
natures. And this moves fober pens unto
fufpenfory and timorous affertions, nor pre-
fently to obtrude them as Sibyls’ leaves,’

1 The Delphian fword became proverbial, not becaufe it
cut on both fides, but becaufe it was ufed to different purpofes.

2 I fuppofe the main vein of a mine,

3 The integument of the heart.

4 The parallax of a ftar is the difference between its real
and apparent place.

5 On which the Sibyl wrote her oraculous anfwers.

VireciL.
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which after confiderations may find to be
but folious apparances, and not the central
and vital interiors of truth.

¢

learning gain thy preexiftimation.
"Tis an unjuft way of compute, to magnify
a weak head for fome Latin abilities; and
to undervalue a folid judgment, becaufe he
knows not the genealogy of HeGor. (When
that notable king of France! would have
his fon to know but one {entence in Latin,
had it been a good one, perhaps it had been
enough. Natural parts and good judgments
rule the world. States are not governed
by ergotifms.? Many have ruled well, who
could not, perhaps, define a commonwealth;

! Lewis the eleventh. Qui nefcit difimulare nefcit Reg-
nare. Firft edit.
? Conclufions deduced according to the forms of logick.
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and they who underftand not the globe of
the earth, command a great part of it.
Where natural logick prevails not, artificial
too often faileth. Where nature fills the
fails, the veflel goes fmoothly on; and
when judgment is the pilot, the enfurance
need not be high. When induftry builds
upon nature, we may expect pyramids:
where that foundation is wanting, the
ftru&ure muft be low. They do moft by
books, who could do much without them ;
and he that chiefly owes himfelf unto him-
felf, is the fubftantial man.

¥

BIAET thy ftudies be free as thy
thoughts and contemplations : but
fly not only upon the wings of
imagination : join fenfe unto reafon, and
experiment unto fpeculation, and fo give
life unto embryon truths, and verities yet
in their chaos. There is nothing more ac-
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ceptable unto the ingenious world, than
this noble elu&ation! of truth; wherein,
againft the tenacity of prejudice and pre-
{cription, this century now prevaileth.
What libraries of new volumes aftertimes
will behold, and in what a new world of
knowledge the eyes of our pofterity may
be happy, a few ages may joyfully declare;
and is but a cold thought unto thofe, who
cannot hope to behold this exantlation of
truth, or that obfcured virgin half out of
the pit: which might make fome content
with a commutation of the time of their
lives, and to commend the fancy of the
Pythagorean metempfychofis ;* whereby
they might hope to enjoy ‘this happinefs in
their third or fourth felves, and behold that
in Pythagoras, which they now but forefee
in Euphorbus.®* The world, which took

! Forcible eruption,
* Tran{migration of the foul from body to body.
3 Ipfe ego, nam memini, Trojani tempore belli
Panthoides Euphorbus eram. Ovip.
Note to the firft edit.
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but fix days to make, is like to take fix
thoufand to make out: meanwhile old
truths voted down begin to refume their
places, and new ones arife upon us; where-
in there is no comfort in the happinefs of
Tully’s Elizium,! or any fatisfaGtion from
the ghofts of the antients, who knew fo
little of what is now well known. Men
difparage not antiquity, who prudently exalt
new enquiries; and make not them the
judges of truth, who were but fellow en-
quirers of it. Who can but magnify the
endeavours of Ariftotle, and the noble ftart
which learning had under him; or lefs
than pity the flender progreflion made upon
fuch advantages? while many centuries
were loft in repetitions and tranfcriptions
fealing up the book of knowledge. And
therefore rather than to fwell the leaves of
learning by fruitlefs repetitions, to fing the
fame fong in all ages, nor adventure at

1 Who comforted - himfelf that he fhould there converfe
with the old Philofophers. Firf edit.
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eflays beyond the attempt of others, many
would be content that fome would write
like Helmont or Paracelfus;! and be will-
ing to endure the monftrofity of fome opi-
nions, for divers fingular notions requiting
fuch aberrations.

¥

“NESPISE not the obliquities of
younger ways, nor defpair of better

A things whereof there is yet no
profpe&t. Who would imagine that Dio-
genes, who in his younger days was a falfi-
fier of money, {hould in the after-courfe of
his life be fo great a contemner of metal ?
Some Negros who believe the refurretion,
think that they {hall rife white.®* Even in
this life, regeneration may imitate refur-
reGtion; our black and vicious tinctures
may wear off, and goodnefs clothe us with
candour. Good admonitions knock not

! Wild and enthufiaftick authors of romantick chymyftry.
# Mandelflo’s travels,
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always in vain. There will be fignal ex-
amples of Gobp’s mercy, and the angels
muft not want their charitable rejoices for
the converfion of loft finners. Figures of
moft angles do neareft approach unto circles,
which have no angles at.all. Some may
be near unto goodnefs, who are conceived
far from it; and many things happen, not
likely to enfue from any promifes of ante-
cedencies. Culpable beginnings have found .
commendable conclufions, and infamous
courfes pious retractations. Deteftable fin-
ners have proved exemplary converts on
earth, and may be glorious in the apartment
of Mary Magdalen in heaven. Men are
not the fame through all divifions of their
ages: time, experience, felf-reflexions, and
Gob’s mercies, make in fome well-temper’d
minds a kind of tranflation before death,
and men to differ from themfelves as well
as from other perfons. Hereof the old
world afforded many examples to the in-
famy of latter ages, wherein men too often
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live by the rule of their inclinations; fo
that, without any aftral predicion, the firft
.day gives the laft:* men are. commonly as
they were; or rather, as bad difpofitions
run into worfer habits, the evening doth
not crown, but fowerly conclude the day.

¥

JF the ALmicHTY Will not fpare us
N3 according to his merciful capitula-
#aledl tion at Sodom; if his goodnefs
pleafe not to pafs over a great deal of -bad
for a {mall pittance of good, or to look
upon us in the lump; there is flender hope
for mercy, or found prefumption of fulfill-
ing half his will, either in perfons or na-
tions: they who excel in fome virtues being
fo often defe@ive in others; few men
driving at the extent and amplitude of
goodnefs, but computing themfelves by
their beft parts, and others by their worft, |

! Primufque dies dedit extremum. Fir# edit.
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are content to reft in thofe virtues which
others commonly want. Which makes
this fpecfded face of honefty in the world ;
and which was the imperfe&ion of the old
philofophers and great pretenders unto vir-
tue, who well declining the gaping vices of
intemperance, incontinency, violence and
oppreflfion, were yet blindly peccant in ini-
quities of clofer faces, were envious, mali- |
cious, contemners, fcoffers, cenfurers, and

ftuft with vizard vices, no lefs depraving

the ethereal particle and diviner portion of

man. For envy, malice, hatred, are the

qualities of Satan, clofe and dark like him-

felf ; and where fuch brands fmoke, the

foul cannot be white. Vice may be had at
all prices; expenfive and coftly iniquities,

which make the noife, cannot be - every

man’s fins: but the foul may be fouly in-

quinated* at a very low rate; and a man

may be cheaply vicious, to the perdition of .
himfelf.

! Defiled.
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PAANPINION rides upon the neck of
reafon; and men are happy, wife,
NS4S or learned, according as that em-
prefs fhall fet them down in the regifter of
reputation. However, weigh not thyfelf
in the {cales of thy own opinion, but let
the judgment of the judicious be the ftan-
dard of thy merit. Self-eftimation is a
flatterer too readily intitling us unto know-
ledge and abilities, which others follicitoufly
labour after, and doubtfully think they at-
tain. Surely, fuch confident tempers do
pafs their days in beft tranquillity, who,
refting in the opinion of their own abilities,
are happily gull’d by fuch contentation ;
wherein pride, felf-conceit, confidence, and
opiniatrity, will hardly fuffer any to com-
plain of imperfetion. To think them-
felves in the right, or all that right, or only
that, which they do or think, is a fallacy of
high content ; though others laugh in their
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{leeves, and look upon them as in a deluded
ftate of judgment: wherein, notwithftand-
ing, "twere but a civil piece of complacency
to fuffer them to fleep who would not
wake, to let them reft in their {ecurities,
nor by diffent or oppofition to f’cagger their
contentments.

¥

RINCE' the brow fpeaks often true,
q fince eyes and nofes have tongues,
and the countenance proclaims the
heart and inclinations; let obfervation fo
far inftru& thee in phyfiognomical lines, as
to be fome rule for thy diftin&ion, and
guide for thy affection unto fuch as look
moft like men. Mankind, methinks, is
comprehended in a few faces, if we exclude
all vifages which any way participate of
fymmetries and fchemes of look common
unto other animals. For as though man

! This is a very fanciful and indefenfible fe&ion.
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were the extra& of the world, in whom all
were “in coagulato,”* which in their forms
were “in foluto,”? and at extenfion; we
often obferve that men do moft a& thofe
creatures, whofe conftitution, parts, and
complexion do moft predominate in their
mixtures. This is a corner-ftone in phy-
fiognomy, and holds fome truth not only
in particular perfons but alfo in whole na-
tions. ‘There are, therefore, provincial
faces, national lips and nofes, which teftify
not only the natures of thofe countries, but
of thofe which have them elfewhere. Thus
we may make England the whole earth,
dividing it not only into Europe, Afia,
Africa, but the particular regions thereof ;
and may in fome latitude affirm, that there
are Agyptians, Scythians, Indians among
us, who, though born in England, yet carry
the faces and air of thofe countries, and are
alfo agreeable and correfpondent unto their

! «In a congealed or comprefled mafs.”
* <« In a ftate of expanfion and feparation.”
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natures. Faces look uniformly unto our
eyes: how they appear unto fome animals
of a more piercing or differing fight, who
are able to difcover the inequalities, rubbs,
and hairinefs of the fkin, is not without
good doubt: and, therefore, in reference
unto man, Cupid is faid to be blind. Af-
fe@tion fhould not be too fharp-eyed, and
love is not to be made by magnifying
glafles. If things were feen as they-truly
are, the beauty of bodies would be much
abridged. And, therefore, the wise Con-
TRIVER hath drawn the pictures and out-
fides of things foftly and amiably unto the
natural edge of our eyes, not leaving them
able to difcover thofe uncomely afperities,
which make oyfter-fhells in good faces, and
hedghogs even in Venus’s moles.

¥
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WrdOURT not felicity too far, and
weary not the favourable hand of
= fortune.  Glorious actions have
their times, extent, and non ultra’s. To
put no end unto attempts were to make
prefcription of fuccefles, and to befpeak
unhappinefs at the laft: for the line of our
lives is drawn with white and black viciffi-
tudes, wherein the extremes hold feldom
one complexion. That Pompey fhould
obtain the firname of great at twenty-five
years, that men in their young and adtive
days fhould be fortunate and perform no-
table things, is no obfervation of deep won-
der; they having the ftrength of their fates
before them, nor yet a&ed their parts in
the world for which -they were brought
into it: whereas men of years, matured
for counfels and defigns, feem to be beyond
the vigour of their aive fortunes, and
high exploits of life, providentially ordained
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unto ages beft agreeable unto them. And,
therefore, many brave men finding their
fortune grow faint, and feeling its declina-
tion, have timely withdrawn themfelves
from great attempts, and fo efcaped the ends
of mighty men, difproportionable to their
beginnings. But magnanimous thoughts
have fo dimmed the eyes of many, that
forgetting the very eflence of fortune, and
the viciffitude of good and evil, they ap-
prehend no bottom in felicity ; and fo have
been ftill tempted on unto mighty actions,
referved for their deftru&ions. For for-
tune lays the plot of our adverfities in the
foundation of our felicities, blefling us in
the firft quadrate,’ to blaft us more fharply
in the laft. And fince in the higheft feli-
cities there lieth a capacity of the loweft
miferies, the hath this advantage from our
happinefs to make us truly miferable: for
to become acutely miferable we are to be

! That is, “in the firft part of our time,” alluding to the
four quadratures of the moon.
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firft happy. AffliGion {marts moft in the
moft happy ftate, as having fomewhat in it
of Bellifarius at beggars bufh, or Bajazet
in the grate.! And this the fallen angels
feverely underftand; who having acted
their firft part in heaven, are made fharply
miferable by tranfition, and more afﬂléhvely
feel the contrary ftate of hell.

¥

ARRY no carelefs eye upon the un-
4 cxpeGted fcenes of things; but
ponder the a&ts of PRrovIDENCE in
the publick ends of great and notable men,
fet out unto the view of all for no common
memorandums. The tragical exits and
unexpected periods of fome eminent per-

! Bellifarius, after he had gained many vifories, is faid to
have been reduced, by the difpleafure of the emperor, to
a&tual beggary: Bajazet, made captive by Tamerlane, is re-
ported to have been fhut up in a cage. It may fomewhat
gratify thofe who deferve to be gratified, to inform them that
both thefe ftories are raLSE. .
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fons, cannot but amufe confiderate obfer-
vators; wherein, notwithftanding, moft
men feem to fee by extramiffion,' without
reception or felf-reflexion, and conceive
themfelves unconcerned by the fallacy of
their own exemption : whereas, the mercy
of Gop hath fingled out but few to be the
fignals of his juftice, leaving the generality
of mankind to the pzdagogy of example.
But the inadvertency of our natures not
well apprehending this favourable method
and merciful decimation,® and that he
theweth in fome what others alfo deferve;
they entertain no fenfe of his hand beyond
the ftroke of themfelves. Whereupon the
whole becomes neceffarily punifthed, and
the contra&ted hand of Gobp extended unto
univerfal judgments: from whence, never- |
thelefs, the ftupidity of our tempers receives -

but faint impreffions, and in the moft tra-

! By the paflage of fight from the eye to the objett.
2 The feleftion of every tenth man for punithment, a
pradtice fometimes ufed in general mutinies.
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gical ftate of times holds but ftarts of good
motions. So that to continue us in good-
nefs there muft be iterated returns of
mifery, and a circulation in afflitions is
neceffary. And fince we cannot be wife
by warnings; fince plagues are infignificant,
except we be perfonally plagued; fince,
alfo, we cannot be punifh’d unto amend-
ment by proxy or commutation, nor by
vicinity, but contation; there is an un-
happy neceflity that we muft fmart in our
own fkins, and the provoked arm of the
ArmicuTY mutft fall upon ourfelves. The
capital fufferings of others are rather our
monitions than acquitments. There is but
one who died falvifically* for us, and able
to fay unto death, hitherto fhalt thou go
and no farther; only one enlivening death,
which makes gardens of graves, and that
which was fowed in corruption to arife and
flourifh in glory: when death itfelf fhall
die, and living fhall have no period; when

! «So as to procure falvation.”
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the damned fhall mourn at the funeral of
death; when life not death fhall be the
wages of fin; when the fecond death fhall
prove a miferable life, and dcﬁru&xon Ihall
be courted. .

¢

JLTHOUGH their thoughts may
g W feem too fevere, who think that
few ill-natur’d men go to heaven;
yet it may be acknowledged that good-na-
tur'd perfons are beft founded for that
place ; who enter the world with good dif-
pofitions and - natural graces, more ready to
be advanced by impreflions from above,
and chriftianized unto pieties; who carry
about them plain and down-right dealing
minds, humility, mercy, charity, and vir-
tues acceptable unto Gop and man. But
whatever fuccefs they may have as to hea-
ven, they are the acceptable men on earth,
and happy is he who hath his quiver full
of them for his friends. Thefe are not the
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dens wherein falthood lurks, and hypocrify
hides its head ; wherein frowardnefs makes
its neft; or where malice, hard-heartednefs,
and oppreffion love to dwell ; not thofe by
whom the poor get little, and the rich
fome time lofe all; men not of retraed
looks, but who carry their hearts in their
faces, and need not to be look’d upon with
perfpetives ; not fordidly or mifchievoufly
ingrateful ; who cannot learn to ride upon
the neck of the affliGed, nor load the
heavy laden, but who keep the temple of
Janus fhut by peaceable and quiet tempers ;!
who make not only the beft friends, but
the beft enemies, as eafier to forgive than
offend, and ready to pafs by the fecond
offence before they avenge the firft; who
make natural royalifts, obedient fubjeéts,
kind and merciful princes, verified in our
own, one of the beft-natur’d kings of this
throne. Of the old Roman emperors the

' The temple of Janus among the Romans was fhut in
time of peace, and opened at a declaration of war.

G
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beft were the beft-natur’d; though they
- made but a fmall number, and might be
writ in a ring. Many of the reft were as
bad men as princes ; humourifts rather than
of good humours; and of good natural
parts rather than of good natures, which
did but arm their bad inclinations, and
make them wittily wicked.

¥

Faval TH what fhift and pains we come
f°f into the world, we remember not;
¥ but 'tis commonly found no eafy
matter to get out of it. Many have ftudied
to exafperate the ways of death, but fewer
hours have been fpent to foften that necef-
fity. That the {fmootheft way unto the
grave is made by bleeding, as common opi-
nion prefumeth, befide the fick and fainting
languors which accompany that effufion,
the experiment in Lucan and Seneca' will
1 Seneca, having opened his veins, found the blood flow fo
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make us doubt; under which the noble
Stoick fo deeply laboured, that, to conceal
his affliGtion, he was fain to retire from the
fight of his wife, and not afhamed to im-
plore the merciful hand of his phyfician to
fhorten his mifery therein. Ovid,' the old
heroes, and the Stoicks, who were {o afraid
of drowning, as dreading thereby the ex-
tin&ion of their foul, which they con-
ceived to be a fire, ftood probably in fear
of an eafier way of death; wherein the
water, entring the pofleffions of air, makes
a temperate fuffocation, and kills as it were
without a fever. Surely many, who have
had the fpirit to deftroy them{elves, have
not been ingenious in the contrivance
thereof. 'Twas a dull way practifed by
Themiftocles, to overwhelm himfelf with
bulls-blood,* who, being an Athenian, might

flowly, and death linger fo long, that he was forced to quicken
it by going into a warm bath.

! Demito naufragium, mors mihi munus erit. Note to the
Sirft edit.

2 Plutarch’s lives. Note to the firft edit.
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have held an eafier theory of death from
the ftate potion of his country ; from which
SocraTEs in Plato feemed not to fuffer
much more than from the fit of an ague.
Cato is much to be pitied, who mangled
himfelf with poniards ; and Hannibal feems
more f{ubtle, who carried his delivery, not
in the point but the pummel* of his {fword.

The Egyptians were merciful contrivers,
who deftroyed their malefaGors by afps,
charming their fenfes into an invincible
fleep, and killing as it were with Hermes
his rod.* The Turkith emperor,® odious

! Pummel, wherein he is faid to have carried fomething,
whereby upon a ftruggle or defpair he might deliver himfelf
from all misfortunes. Firf edit. Juvenavr fays, it was car-
ried in a ring:—

Cannarum vindex, et tanti fanguinis ultor,
Annulus.

Nor fwords at hand, nor hifling darts afar,

Are doom’d t’ avenge the tedious bloody war,

But poifon drawn thro’ a ring’s hollow plate.
DrypEn,

? Which procured fleep by a touch.
% Solyman. Turkifh hiftory. Note to the firft edit.
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for other cruelty, was herein a remarkable
mafter of mercy, killing his favourite in
his fleep, and fending him from the fhade
into the houfe of darknefs. He who had
been thus deftroyed would hardly have bled
at the prefence of his deftroyer : when men
are already dead by metaphor, and pafs but
from one fleep unto another, wanting here-
in the eminent part of feverity, to feel
themfelves to die; and efcaping the fharp-
eft attendant of death, the lively apprehen-
fion thereof. But to learn to die, is better
than to ftudy the ways of dying. Death
will find fome ways to untie or cut the
moft gordian knots of life, and make men’s
miferies as mortal as themfelves: whereas
evil {pirits, as undying fubftances, are un-
{eparable from their calamities ; and, there-
fore, they everlaftingly ftruggle under their
anguftias,' and bound up with immortality
can never get out of themfelves.

! Agonies.




CHRISTIAN MORALS.

ParT III.

W imitate, or what century to pro-
8 pofe for example. Some have
been far more approveable than others;
but virtue and vice, panegyricks and fatyrs,
fcatteringly to be found in all. Hiftory
fets down not only things laudable, but
abominable; things which fhould never
have been, or never have been known: fo
that noble patterns muft be fetched here
and there from fingle perfons, rather than
whole nations ; and from all nations, rather
than any one. The world was early bad,
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and the firft fin the moft deplorable of any.
The younger world afforded the oldeft men,
and perhaps the beft and the worft, when
length of days made virtuous habits heroi-
cal and immoveable, vicious, inveterate, and
irreclaimable. And fince ’tis faid the ima-
ginations of their hearts were evil, only
evil, and continually evil ; it may be feared
that their fins held pace with their lives;
and their longevity fwelling their impieties,
the longanimity of Gop would no longer
endure fuch vivacious abominations. Their
impieties were furely of a deep dye, which
required the whole element of water to
wafh them away, and overwhelmed their
. memories with themf{elves ; and fo thut up
the firft windows of "time, leaving no hif- |
tories of thofe longevous generations, when
men might have been properly hiftorians,
when Apam might have read long leGures
unto METHUSELAH, and METHUSELAH
unto Noan. For had we been happy in
juft hiftorical accounts of that unparallel’d
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world, we might have been acquainted
with wonders; and have underftood not a
little of the acs and undertakings of Mosks
his mighty men, and men of renown of
old; which might have enlarged our
thoughts, and made the world older unto
us. For the unknown part of time fhortens
the eftimation, if not the compute of it.
What hath efcaped our knowledge, falls not
under our confideration; and what is and
will be latent, is little better than non-ex-
iftent.
v

JOME things are di¢tated for our
Y inftru&ion, fome a&ed for our
imitation ; wherein ’tis beft to
afcend unto the higheft conformity, and to
the honour of the exemplar. He honours
Gop, who imitates him ; for what we vir-
tuoufly imitate we approve and admire:
and fince we delight not to imitate inferiors,
we aggrandize and magnify thofe we imi-

),
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tate; fince alfo we are moft apt to imitate
thofe we love, we teftify our affeGtion in
our imitation of the inimitable. To affe&t
to be like, may be no imitation: to ad,
and not to be what we pretend to imitate,
is but a mimical conformation, and carrieth
no virtue in it. Lucifer imitated not Gob,
when he faid he would be like the Highett ;
and he imitated not Jupiter,' who counter-
feited thunder. Where imitation can go
no farther, let admiration ftep on, whereof
there is no end in the wifeft form of men.
Even angels and {pirits have enough to ad-
mire in their fublimer natures; admiration
being the a& of the creature, and not of
Gobp, who doth not admire himfelf. Cre-
ated natures allow of fwelling hyperboles:
nothing can be faid hyperbolically of Gop,
nor will his attributes admit of expreflions
above their own exuperances.? Trifme-
giftus his circle, whofe center is every
where, and circumference no where, was

! Salmoneus. 2 Exaggerations,
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no hyperbole. Words cannot exceed, where
they cannot exprefs enough. Even the
moft winged thoughts fall at the fetting
out, and reach not the portal of DiviniTY.

?

Yw N bivious theorems,' and Janus-
§;~ W/ faced do&rines, let virtuous con-
2eX8 fiderations ftate the determination.
Look upon opinions as thou doft upon the
moon, and choofe not the dark hemifphere
for thy contemplation. Embrace not the
opacous and blind fide of opinions, but that
which looks moft luciferoufly or influen-
tially unto goodnefs. ’Tis better to think
that there are guardian fpirits, than that
there are no {pirits to guard us; that vicious
perfons are flaves, than that there is any
fervitude in virtue; that times paft have
been better than times prefent, than that
times were always bad ; and that to be men

! Speculations which open different tracks to the mind.
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it fufficeth to be no better than men in all
ages, and fo promifcuoufly to fwim down
the turbid ftream, and make up the grand
confufion. Sow not thy underftanding with
opinions, which make nothing of iniquities,
and fallacioufly extenuate tranfgreffions.
Look upon vices and vicious objeéts, with
hyperbolical eyes; and rather enlarge their
dimenfions, that their unfeen deformities
may not efcape thy fenfe, and their poifon-
ous parts and ftings may appear mafly and
monftrous unto thee: for the undifcerned
particles and atoms of evil deceive us, and
we are undone by the invifibles of feeming
goodnefs. We are only deceived in what
is not difcerned, and to err is but to be
blind or dim-fighted as to fome perceptions.

?
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=30 be honeft in a right line,’ and
24 virtuous by epitome, be firm unto
2 fuch principles of goodnefs, as
carry in them volumes of inftrution and
may abridge thy labour. And fince in-
ftructions are many, hold clofe unto thofe,
whereon the reft depend : fo may we have
all in a few, and the law and the prophets
in a rule; the Sacred Writ in fteno-
graphy,® and the Scripture in a nut-fhell.
To purfue the ofleous and folid part of
goodnefs, which gives ftability and re@itude
to all the reft; to fettle on fundamental
virtues, and bid early defiance unto mother-
vices, which carry in their bowels the femi-
nals of other iniquities; makes a fhort cut
in goodnefs, and ftrikes not off an head but
the whole neck of Hydra. For we are
carried into the dark lake, like the Agyp-

1 Linea reQa brevifima. Firf? edit.
* In Short-hand.
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tian river into the fea, by feven principal
oftiaries : the mother-fins! of that number
are the deadly engins of evil {pirits that
undo us, and even evil {pirits themfelves;
and he who is under the chains thereof is
not without a poffeflion. Mary Magdalene
had more than feven devils, if thefe with
their imps were in her; and he who is
thus pofiefled, may literally be named ¢ Le-
gion.” Where fuch plants grow and prof-
per, look for no champain or region void
of thorns; but produions like the tree of
Goa,? and forefts of abomination.

¢

UIDE not the hand of Gob, nor

¢ A |
@\ order the finger of the ALMIGHTY
'—

¥ unto thy will and pleafure ; but fit

! Pride, covetoufnefs, luft, envy, gluttony, anger, floth.

2 Arbor Goa de Ruyz, or Ficus Indica, whofe branches
fend down fhoots which root in the ground, from whence
there fucceflively rife others, till one tree bccomcs a wood.
Firft edit.
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quiet in the foft thowers of PROVIDENCE,
and favourable diftributions in this world,
either to thyfelf or others. And fince not
only judgments have their errands, but
mercies their commiffions ; fnatch not at
every favour, nor think thyfelf pafled by if
they fall upon thy neighbour. Rake not
up envious difplacences at things fuccefsful
unto others, which the wise pisposer of
all thinks not fit for thyfelf. Reconcile the
events of things unto both beings, that is,
of this world and the next: fo will there
not feem fo many riddles in ProvIDENCE,
nor various inequalities in the difpenfation
of things below. If thou doft not anoint
thy face, yet put not on fackcloth at the
felicities of others. Repining at the good,
draws on rejoicing at the evils of others:
and fo falls into that inhumane vice,! for
which fo few languages have a name. The
bleffed Spirits above rejoice at our happinefs
below : but to be glad at the evils of one

VEmixaigexaxia.  Firft edit.
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another, is beyond the malignity of hell;
and falls not on evil fpirits, who, tho’ they
rejoice at our unhappinefs, take no pleafure
at the afflitions of their own fociety or of
their fellow natures.” Degenerous heads!
who muft be fain to learn from fuch ex-
amples, and to be taught from the fchool
of hell.
¢

o] RAIN? not thy vicious ftains; nor
AR deepen thofe fwart tintures, which

=l temper, infirmity, or ill habits have
fet upon thee; and fix not, by iterated de-
pravations, what time might efface, or vir-
tuous wathes expunge. He, who thus ftill
advanceth in iniquity, deepneth his deformed
hue; turns a {hadow into night, and makes
himfelf a Negro in the black jaundice; and
fo becomes one of thofe loft ones, the dif-
proportionate pores of whofe brains afford |
no entrance unto good motions, but reflet

! See note !, page 16.
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and fruftrate all counfels, deaf unto the
thunder of the laws, and rocks unto the
cries of charitable commiferators. He who
hath had the patience of Diogenes, to make
orations unto ftatues, may more fenfibly ap-
prehend how all words fall to the ground,
fpent upon fuch a furd and earlefs genera-
tion of men, ftupid unto all inftruction,
and rather requiring an exorcift than an
orator for their converfion!

¥

7 4 U RDEN not the back of Aries, Leo,
@Y or Taurus,'! with thy faults; nor
felafS make Saturn, Mars, or Venus, guilty
of thy follies. Think not to faften thy im-
perfetions on the ftars, and fo defpairingly
conceive thyfelf under a fatality of being
evil.  Calculate thyfelf within; feek not
thyfelf in the moon, but in thine own orb

' The Ram, Lion, or Bull, figns in the zodiack.
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or microcofmical circumference.! Let ce-
leftial afpects admonifh and advertife, not
conclude and determine thy ways. For
fince good and bad ftars moralize not our
altions, and neither excufe or commend,
acquit or condemn our good or bad deeds
at the prefent or laft bar; fince fome are
aftrologically well difpofed, who are mo-
rally highly vicious; not celeftial figures,
but virtuous fchemes, muft denominate and
ftate our actions. If we rightly underftood
the names whereby Gop calleth the ftars;
if we knew his name for the dog-ftar, or
by what appellation Jupiter, Mars, and Sa-
turn obey his will ; it might be a welcome
acceflion unto aftrology, which fpeaks great
things, and is fain to make ufe of appella-
tions from Greek and barbarick fyftems.
Whatever influences, impulfions, or incli-
nations there be from the lights above, it
were a piece of wifdom to make one of

! ¢ In the compafs of thy own little world.”

H
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thofe wife men who overrule their ftars,!
and with their own militia contend with
the hoft of heaven. Unto which attempt
there want not auxiliaries from the whole
ftrength of morality, fupplies from chriftian
ethicks, influences alfo and illuminations

from above, more powerful than the lights
of heaven.
?

w(, ONFOUND not the diftin&ions of
thy life which nature hath divided;
> that is, youth, adolefcence, man-
hood, and old age: nor in thefe divided
periods, wherein thou art in a manner
four, conceive thyfelf but one. Let every
divifion be happy in its proper virtues, nor
one vice run through all. Let each dif-
tinGion have its falutary tranfition, and
critically deliver thee from the imperfections
of the former; fo ordering the whole, that
prudence and virtue may have the largeft

! Sapiens dominabitur aftris.  Firff edit.
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fetion. Do as a child but when thou art
a child, and ride not on a reed at twenty.
He who hath not taken leave of the follies
of his youth, and in his maturer ftate fcarce
got out of that divifion, difproportionately
divideth his days, crowds up the latter part
of his life, and leaves too narrow a corner
for the age of wifdom; and fo hath room
- to be a man, fcarce longer than he hath
been a youth. Rather than to make this
confufion, anticipate the virtues of age, and
live long without the infirmities of it. So
mayft thou count up thy days as fome do
Apam’s,! that is by anticipation ; fo mayft
thou be coetaneous unto thy elders, and a
father unto thy contemporaries.

1 Apawm, thought to be created in the ftate of man, about
thirty years old.  Firf# edit.
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HILE others are curious in the
choice of good air, and chiefly fol-
licitous for healthful habitations,
ftudy thou converfation, and be critical in
thy confortion. The afpe@s, conjunétions,
and configurations of the ftars, which mu-
tually diverfify, intend, or qualify their
influences, are but the varieties of their
nearer or farther converfation with one
another, and like the confortion of men,
whereby they become better or worfe, and
even exchange their natures. Since men
live by examples, and will be imitating
fomething ; order thy imitation to thy
improvement, not thy ruin. Look not for
rofes in Attalus his garden,! or wholefome
flowers in a venomous plantation. And
fince there is fcarce any one bad, but fome
others are the worfe for him ; tempt not

' Attalus made a garden which contained only venomous
plants.  Firf edit.
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contagion by proximity, and hazard not
thyfelf in the fhadow of corruption. He
who hath not early fuffered this thipwreck,
and in his younger days efcaped this Cha-
rybdis, may make a happy voyage, and not
come in with black fails' into the port.
Self-converfation, or to be alone, is better
than fuch confortion. Some fchoolmen
tell us, that he is properly alone, with
whom in the fame place there is no other
of the fame fpecies. Nabuchodonozor was
alone, though among the beafts of the field;
and a wife man may be tolerably faid to be
alone, though with a rabble of people little
better than beafts about him. Unthinking
heads, who have not learn’d to be alone,
are in a prifon to themfelves, if they be not
alfo with others: whereas, on the contrary,
they whofe thoughts are in a fair, and
hurry within, are fometimes fain to retire
into company, to be out of the crowd of

! Alluding to the ftory of Thefeus, who had black fails
when he went to engage the Minotaur in Crete.
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themfelves. He who muft needs have
company, muft needs have fometimes bad
company. Be able to be alone. Lofe not
the advantage of folitude, and the fociety of
thyfelf ; nor be only content, but delight to
be alone and fingle with OMNIPRESENCY.
He who is thus prepared, the day is not un-
eafy nor the night black unto him. Dark-
nefs may bound his eyes, not his imagina-
tion. In his bed he may lie, like Pompey
and his fons, in all quarters of the earth;*
may fpeculate the univerfe, and enjoy the
whole world in the hermitage of himfelf.
Thus the old Afcetick chriftians found a
paradife in a defert, and with little converfe
on earth held a converfation in heaven ;
thus they aftronomiz’d in caves, and though
they beheld not the ftars, had the glory of
heaven before them. .

! Pompeios Juvenes Afia atque Europa, fed ipfum Terra
tegit Libyes.  Firf# edit.
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ET the charaGers of good things
N ftand indelibly in thy mind, and
thy thoughts be ative on them.
Truft not too much unto fuggeftions from
reminifcential amulets,! or artificial memo-
randums. Let the mortifying Janus of
Covarrubias * be in thy daily thoughts, not
only on thy hand and fignets. Rely not
alone upon filent and dumb remembrances.
Behold not death’s heads till thou doeft not
fee them, nor look upon mortifying objeéts
till thou overlook’ft them. Forget not how

! Any thing worn on the hand or body, by way of moni-
tion or remembrance.

2 Don Sebaftian de Covarrubias, writ three centuries of
moral emblems in Spanifh. In the 88th of the fecond cen-
tury he fets down two faces averfe, and conjoined Janus-like ;
the one a gallant beautiful face, the other a death’s-head face,
with this motto out of Ovid’s Metamorphofis,

Quid fuerim, quid fimque, vide.
Firf edit.
You difcern
What now I am, and what I was fhall learn. Abpbis.
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affuefaition unto any thing minorates the
paffion from it; how conftant objects lofe
their hints, and fteal an inadvertifement
upon us. There is no excufe to forget
what every thing prompts unto us. To
thoughtful obfervators, the whole world is
‘a phylactery ;* and every thing we fee an
item of the wifdom, power, or goodnefs of
Gop. Happy are they who verify their
amulets, and make their phyla&eries {fpeak
in their lives and ations. To run on in
defpight of the revulfions and pull-backs
of fuch remoras, aggravates our tranfgref-
fions. When death’s-heads on our hands
have no influence upon our heads, and
flefhlefs cadavers abate not the exorbitances
of the fleth; when crucifixes upon men’s
hearts fupprefs not their bad commotions,
and his image who was murdered for us
withholds not from blood and murder;
phylaéteries prove but formalities, and their
defpifed hints fharpen our condemnations.

1 See page 31, note L,
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AOOK not for whales in the Euxine
fea, or expe@ great matters where
they are not to be found. Seek
not for profundity in thallownefs, or fertility
in a wildernefs. Place not the expectation
of great happinefs here below, or think to
find heaven on earth ; wherein we muft be
content with embryon-felicities, and frui-
tions of doubtful faces: for the circle of our
felicities makes but fhort arches. In every
clime we are in a perifcian ftate;' and,
with our light, our fhadow and darknefs
walk about us. Our contentments ftand
upon the tops of pyramids ready to fall off,
and the infecurity of their enjoyments ab-
rupteth our tranquillities. 'What we mag-
nify is magnificent, but, like to the Colof-
fus, noble without, ftuft with rubbidge and
coarfe metal within. Even the fun, whofe

! « With thadows all round us.” The Perifcii are thofe,
who, living within the polar circle, fee the fun move round
them, and confequently projeét their fhadows in all directions.




106 Chriftian gPorals.

glorious outfide we behold, may have dark
and {moky entrails. In vain we admire the
luftre of any thing feen: that which is
truly glorious, is invifible. Paradife was
but a part of the earth, loft not only to
our fruition but our knowledge. And if,
according to old dictates, no man can be
faid to be happy before death; the hap-
pinefs of this life goes for nothing before
it be over, and while we think ourfelves
happy we do but ufurp that name. Cer-
tainly, true beatitude groweth not on earth,
nor hath this world in it the expeations
we have of it. He {wims in oil,! and can
hardly avoid finking, who hath fuch light
foundations to fupport him : ’tis, therefore,
happy, that we have two worlds to hold on.
Toenjoy true happinefs, we muft travel into a
very far country, and even out of ourfelves ;
for the pearl we feek for is not to be found
in the Indian, but in the Empyrean ocean.?

1 Which being a light fluid, cannot fupport any heavy body.
2 < In the expanfes of the higheft heaven.”
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JNSWER not the fpur of fury, and
be not prodigal or prodigious in
revenge. Make not one in the
Hiftoria horribilis ;* flay not thy fervant
for a broken glafs,® nor pound him in a
mortar who offendeth thee ;* fupererogate
not in the worft {enfe, and overdo not the
neceflities of evil ; humour not the injuftice
of revenge. Be not ftoically miftaken in
the equality of fins, nor commutatively
iniquous in the valuation of tranfgreffions;
but weigh them in the fcales of heaven,
and by the weights of righteous reafon.

! A book fo intitled, wherein are fundry horrid accounts.
Firft edit.

2 When Auguftus fupped with one of the Roman fenators,
a flave happened to break a glafs, for which his mafter ordered
him to be thrown into his pond to feed his lampreys. Au-
guftus, to punith his cruelty, ordered all the glafles in the
houfe to be broken.

3 Anaxarchus, an antient philofopher, was beaten in a
mortar by a tyrant.
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Think that revenge too high, which is but
level with the offence. Let thy arrows of
revenge fly thort; or be aimed like thofe
of JoNATHAN, to fall befide the mark.
Too many there be to whom a dead
enemy {mells well, and who find mufk
and amber in revenge. The ferity of
fuch minds holds no rule in retaliations,
requiring too often a head for a tooth,
and the fupreme revenge for trefpaffes
which a night’s reft fhould obliterate.
But patient meeknefs takes injuries like
pills, not chewing but fwallowing them
down, laconically fuffering, and filently
pafling them over; while angered pride
makes a noife, like Homerican Mars,! at
every {cratch of offences. Since women

! Tu mifer exclamas, ut Stentora vincere poflis,

Vel potius quantum Gradivus Homericus. Juv.
Firft edit,

You rage and ftorm, and blafphemoufly loud,
As Stentor bellowing to the Grecian crowd,
Or Homer’s Mars. Creech.
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do moft delight in revenge,' it may feem
but feminine manhood to be vindicative.
If thou muft needs have thy revenge of
thine enemy, with a foft tongue break his
bones,? heap coals of fire on his head, for-
give him and enjoy it. To forgive our
enemies is a charming way of revenge, and
a fhort Cefarian conqueft overcoming with-
out a blow ; laying our enemies at our feet,
under forrow, fhame, and repentance ; leav-
ing our foes our friends, and follicitoufly
inclined to grateful retaliations. Thus to
return upon our adverfaries, is a healing
way of revenge; and to do good for evil a

! ———————— Minuti
Semper et infirmi eft animi exiguique voluptas,
Ultio ————— Sic collige, quod vinditd

Nemo magis gaudet, quam fcemina. Juv.

Revenge ! which ftill we find
The weaketft frailty of a feeble mind.
Degenerous paffion, and for man too bafe,
It feats its empire in the female race. Crerch.

2 A foft tongue breaketh the bones. Prov. xxv. 1.
Firft edit,
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foft and melting ultion, a method taught
from heaven to keep all {mooth on earth.
Common forceable ways make not an end
of evil, but leave hatred and malice behind
them. An enemy thus reconciled is little
to be trufted, as wanting the foundation of
love andcharity, and but for a time reftrained
by difadvantage or inability. If thou haft
not mercy for others, yet be not cruel unto
thyfelf. To ruminate upon evils, to make
critical notes upon injuries, and be too acute
in their apprehenfions; is to add unto our
own tortures, to feather the arrows of our
enemies, to lafh ourfelves with the fcorpions
of our foes, and to refolve to fleep no more :
for injuries long dreamt on, take away at
laft all reft ; and he fleeps but like Regulus,
who bufieth his head about them.
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dMUSE not thyfelf about the riddles
g M of future things. Study prophecies
when they are become hiftories,
and paft hovering in their caufes. Eye
well things patt and prefent, and let con-
jectural fagacity fuffice for things to come.
There is a fober latitude for prefcience
in contingences of difcoverable tempers,
whereby difcerning heads fee fometimes
beyond their eyes, and wife men become
prophetical. Leave cloudy predi&tions to
their periods, and let appointed feafons
have the lot of their accomplifhments.
"Tis too early to ftudy fuch prophecies
before they have been long made, before
fome train of their caufes have already
taken fire, laying open in part what lay
obfcure and before buried unto us. For
the voice of prophecies is like that of
whifpering-places : they who are near, or
at a little diftance, hear nothing ; thofe at
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IVE unto the dignity of thy nature,
N and leave it not difputable at laft,
whether thou haft been a man;
or, fince thou art a compofition of man
and beaft, how thou haft predominantly
pafled thy days, to ftate the denomination.
Un-man not, therefore, thyfelf by a beftial
transformation, nor realize old fables. Ex-
pofe not thyfelf by four-footed manners
unto monftrous draughts, and caricatura
reprefentations. Think not after the old
Pythagorean conceit, what beaft thou
mayft be after death. Be not under any
brutal metempfychofis* while thou liveft,
and walkeft about ere&ly under the icheme
of man. In thine own circumference, as
in that of the earth, let the rational horizon
be larger than the fenfible, and the circle of
reafon than of fenfe: let the divine part be
upward, and the region of beaft below;
! See page 65, note 2

1
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otherwife, ’tis but to live invertedly, and
with thy head unto the heels of thy anti-
podes. Defert not thy title to a divine
particle and union with invifibles. Let
true knowledge and virtue tell the lower
world, thou art a part of the higher. Let
thy thoughts be of things which have not
entred into the hearts of beafts: think of
things long paft, and long to come: ac-
quaint thyfelf with the choragium® of the
ftars, and confider the vaft expanfion be-
yond them. Let intellectual tubes give
thee a glance of things, which vifive organs
reach not. Have a glimpfe of incompre-
henfibles ; and thoughts of things, which
thoughts but tenderly touch. Lodge im-
materials in thy head : afcend unto invifi-
bles ; fill thy {pirit with {pirituals, with the
myfteries of faith, the magnalities of reli-
gion, and thy life with the honour of Gop ;
without which, though giants in wealth and
dignity, we are but dwarfs and pygmies in

1 Dance.
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humanity, and may hold a pitiful rank in
that triple divifion of mankind into heroes,
men, and beafts. For though human fouls
are faid to be equal, yet is there no {fmall
inequality in their operations; fome main-
tain the allowable ftation of men; many
are far below it; and fome have been fo
divine, as to approach the Apogeum® of
their natures, and to be in the confinium
of fpirits. ‘

?

QEHOLD thyfelf by inward opticks
8Y and the cryftalline of thy foul.?
> Strange it is, that in the moft per-
fe& fenfe there fhould be fo many fallacies,
that we are fain to make a do&rine, and
often to fee by art. But the greateft im-
perfetion is in our inward fight, that is, to

! To the utmoft point of diftance from earth and earthly
things.
2 Alluding to the cryftalline humour of the eye.
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| be ghofts unto our own eyes; and while
we are fo fharp-fighted as to look thorough
others, to be invifible unto ourfelves ; for
the inward eyes are more fallacious than
the outward. The vices we fcoff at in
others, laugh at us within ourfelves. Ava-
rice, pride, falfhood, lie undifcerned and
blindly in us, even to the age of blindnefs:
and, therefore, to fee ourfelves interiourly,
| we are fain to borrow other men’s eyes;
wherein true friends are good informers,
and cenfurers no bad friends. Confcience
only, that can fee without light, fits in the
Areopagy® and dark tribunal of our hearts,
furveying our thoughts and condemning
their obliquities. Happy is that ftate of
vifion that can fee without light, though
all thould look as before the creation, when
there was not an eye to fee, or light to ac-
tuate a vifion: wherein, notwithftanding,
obfcurity is only imaginable refpetively
unto eyes: for unto Gop there was none:
! The great court, like the Areopagus of Athens.
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eternal light was ever; created light was |
for the creation, not himfelf; and as he |
| faw before the fun, may ftill alfo fee with-
out it. In the city of the new Jerufalem
there is neither fun nor moon; where glo-
rified eyes muft fee by the Archetypal® fun,
| or the light of Gob, able to illuminate in-
telleCtual eyes, and make unknown vifions.
Intuitive perceptions in {piritual beings may,
perhaps, hold fome analogy unto vifion; but
yet how they fee us, or one another, what
eye, what light, or what perception is re-
quired unto their intuition, is yet dark unto
our apprehenfion; and even how they fee
Gop, or how unto our glorified eyes the
beatifical vifion will be celebrated, another
world muft tell us, when perceptions will
be new, and we may hope to behold invi-
fibles. '

! Original.

€
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PRHEN all looks fair about, and thou
feeft not a cloud fo big as a hand
to threaten thee, forget not the -
wheel of things: think of fullen viciffi-
tudes, but beat not thy brains to foreknow
them. Be armed againft fuch obfcurities,
rather by fubmiffion than fore-knowledge.
The knowledge of future evils mortifies
prefent felicities, and there is more content
in the uncertainty or ignorance of them.
This favour our Saviour vouchfafed
unto PETER, when he foretold not his
death in plain terms, and fo by an ambi-
guous and cloudy delivery dampt not the
{pirit of his difciples. But in the aflured
fore-knowledge of the deluge, Noan lived
many years under the affliGion of a flood ;
and Jerufalem was taken unto JEREMY,
before it was befieged. And, therefore,
the wifdom of aftrologers, who fpeak of
future things, hath wifely foftened the
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feverity of their do&rines ; and even in their
{ad predi¢tions, while they tell us of incli-
nation not coaction from the ftars, they kill
us not with Stygian oaths and mercilefs
neceffity, but leave us hopes of evafion.

¥

Yw F thou haft the brow to endure the
name of traitor, perjur’d, or op-
“ preflor, yet cover thy face when
ingratitude is thrown at thee. If that
degenerous vice poffefs thee, hide thyfelf in
the fhadow of thy fthame, and pollute not
noble fociety. Grateful ingenuities are
content to be obliged within fome com-
pafs of retribution ; and being deprefied by
the weight of iterated favours, may fo la-
bour under their inabilities of requital, as
to abate the content from kindneffes. But
narrow felf-ended fouls make prefcription
of good offices, and obliged by often fa-
vours think others ftill due unto them:
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whereas, if they but once fail, they prove
fo perverfely ungrateful, as to make nothing
of former courtefies, and to bury all that’s
paft. Such tempers pervert the generous
courfe of things; for they difcourage the
inclinations of noble minds, and make
beneficency cool unto a&s of obligation,
whereby the grateful world fhould fubfift,
and have their confolation. Common gra-
titude muft be kept alive by the additionary
fuel of new courtefies: but generous gra-
titudes, though but once well obliged,
without quickening repetitions or expeta-
tion of new favours, have thankful minds
for ever; for they write not their obliga-
tions in fandy but marble memories, which
wear not out but with themfelves.
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=3HINK not filence the wifdom of
# fools; but, if rightly timed, the
~=3 honour of wife men, who have not
the infirmity, but the virtue of taciturnity; -
and fpeak not out of the abundance, but
the well-weighed thoughts of their hearts.
Such filence may be eloquence, and fpeak
thy worth above the power of words.
Make fuch a one thy friend, in whom
princes may be happy, and great counfels
fuccefsful. Let him have the key of thy -
heart, who hath the lock of his own, which
no temptation can open ; where thy fecrets
may laftingly lie, like the lamp in Olybius
his urn,! alive, and light, but clofe and in-
vifible.

1 Which after many hundred years was found burning
under ground, and went out as foon as the air came to it.

Firf} edit,
3
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ET thy oaths be facred, and pro-
mifes be made upon the altar of
thy heart. Call not Jove! to wit-
nefs, with a ftone in one hand, and a ftraw

in another; and fo make chaff and ftubble

of thy vows. Worldly {pirits, whofe in-
tereft is their belief, make cobwebs of obli-
gations ; and, if they can find ways to elude
the urn of the Prator,® will truft the
thunderbolt of Jupiter : and, therefore, if
they fhould as deeply fwear as Ofman to
Bethlem Gabor ;® yet whether they would
be bound by thofe chains, and not find
ways to cut fuch Gordian knots, we could
have no juft affurance. But honeft men’s
words are Stygian oaths, and promifes
inviolable. Thefe are not the men

e

X

! Jovem lapidem jurare. Firf edit.

2 The veflel, into which the ticket of condemnation or
acquittal was caft.

3 See the oath of Sultan Ofman in his life, in the addition
to Knolls his Turkith hiftory. Firf edit.
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for whom the fetters of law were firft
forged ; they needed not the folemnefs of
oaths; by keeping their faith they {wear,’
and evacuate fuch confirmations.

¥

HOUGH the world be hiftrionical,
G 8 and moft men live ironically, yet
: be thou what thou fingly art, and
perfonate only thyfelf. Swim {moothly in
the ftream of thy nature, and live but one
man. To fingle hearts doubling is difcru-
ciating : fuch tempers muft fweat to dif-
femble, and prove but hypocritical hypo-
crites. Simulation muft be fhort: men do
not eafily continue a counterfeiting life, or
diffemble unto death. He who counter-
feiteth, alts a part; and is, as it were, out
of himfelf: which, if long, proves fo irk-
fome, that men are glad to pull off their

) KD

! Colendo fidem jurant. Currius, Firf edit.
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vizards, a=cé refsme themielves again; no
practice beinz able to naruralize fuch unna-
turals, or mzke 2 man reit content not to
be himielf. And, therefore, fince fincerity
. is thy temper, let veracity be thy virtue, in
© words, manners, and actions. To offer at
iniquities, which have fo little foundations
in thee, were to be vicious up-hill, and
* ftrain for thy condemnation. Perfons vi-
. cioufly inclined, want no wheels to make
! them aively vicious; as having the clater
and fpring of their own natures to facili-
tate their iniquities. And, therefore, fo
many, who are finiftrous unto good ac-
tions, are ambi-dexterous unto bad; and
Vulcans in virtuous paths, Achillefes in
vicious motions.
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:- -vé doxes of old philofophy, fupported
22 by naked reafon, and the reward of
mortal felicity ; but labour in - the -ethicks
of faith, built upon heavenly affiftance,
and the happinefs of both beings. Under-
ftand the rules, but {wear not unto the
do@rines of Zeno or Epicurus.! Look
beyond Antoninus,® and terminate not thy
morals in Seneca or Epi&etus.? Let not
the twelve, but the two tables be thy law :
let Pythagoras be thy remembrancer, not
thy textuary and final inftructer ; and learn
the vanity of the world, rather from SoLro-
MoN than Phocylydes.® Sleep not in the
dogmas of the Peripatus, Academy, or Por-

! The authors of the Stoical and Epicurean philofophy.
2 Stoical philofophers.
3 A writet of moral fentences in verfe.
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ticus.! Be a moralift of the mount,? an
pr&etus in the faith, and chriftianize thy
notions.

¢

N feventy or eighty years, a man
§:{% may have a deep guﬁ of the

world ; know what it is, what it
can afford, and what ’tis to have been a
man. Such a latitude of years may hold
a confiderable corner in the general map of
time ; and a man may have a curt epitome
of the whole courfe thereof in the days of
his own life; may clearly fee he hath but
a&ed over his fore-fathers ; what it was to
live in ages paft, and what living will be in
all ages to come.
He is like to be the beft judge of time,
who hath lived to fee about the fixtieth
part thereof. Perfons of fhort times may

! Three fchools of philofophy.
2 That is, according to the rules laid down in our Savioun’s
fermon on the mount.
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know what ’tis.to live, but not the life of
man, who, having little behind them, are
but Janufes of one face, and know not fin-
gularities enough to raife axioms of this
world: but fuch a compafs of years will
thew new examples of old things, parallel-
ifms of occurrences through the whole
courfe of time, and nothing be monftrous
unto him; who may in that time underftand
not only the varieties of men, but the va-
riation of himfelf, and how many men he
hath been in that extent of time.

He may have a clofe apprehenfion what
it is to be forgotten, while he hath lived to
find none who could remember his father,
or {carce the friends of his youth; and may
{enfibly fee with what a face in no long time
oblivion will look upon himfelf. His pro-
geny may never be his pofterity ; he may
go out of the world lefs related than he
came into it; and, confidering the frequent
mortality in friends and relations, in fuch a
term of time, he may pafs away divers years




128 Chritian g9orals.

in forrow and black habits, and leave none
to mourn for himfelf; orbity may be ‘his
inheritance, and riches his repentance.

In fuch a thred of time, and long ob-
fervation of men, he may acquire a phy-
fiognomical intuitive knowledge ; judge
the interiors by the outfide, and raife con-
je@ures at firft fight; and knowing what
men have been, what they are, what chil-
dren probably will be, may in the prefent
age behold a good part and the temper of
the next; and fince fo many live by the
rules of conftitution, and {o few overcome
their temperamental inclinations, make no
improbable predléhons

Such a portion of time will afford a large
profpect backward, and authentick reflec-
tions how far he hath performed the great
intention of his being, in the honour of his
MakeR ; whether he hath made good the
principles of his nature, and what he was
made to be ; what chara&eriftick and {pe-
cial mark he hath left, to be obfervable in
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his generation ; whether he hath lived to
purpofe or in vain; and what he hath
added, ated, or performed, that might
confiderably {peak him a man.

In fuch an age, delights will be unde-
lightful, and pleafures grow ftale unto him;
antiquated theorems will revive, and SoLro-
MoN’s maxims' be demonftrationsunto him;
hopes or prefumptions be over, and defpair
grow up of any {fatisfaction below. And
having been long toffed in the ocean of this
world, he will by that time feel the in-
draught of another, unto which this feems
but preparatory, and without it of no high
value. He will experimentally find the
emptinefs of all things, and the nothing of
what is paft; and wifely grounding upon
true chriftian expe&ations, finding fo much
paft, will wholly fix upon what is to come.
He will long for perpetuity, and live as
though he made hafte to be happy. The
laft may prove the prime part of his life,

! That all is vanity.

K
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and thofe his beft days which he lived

neareft heaven.

f

IVE happy in the Elizium of a vir-
¥ tuoufly compofed mind, and let
intelle®ual contents exceed the
delights wherein mere pleafurifts place
their paradife. Bear not too flack reins
upon pleafure, nor let complexion or con-
tagion betray thee unto the exorbitancy of
delight. Make pleafure thy recreation or
intermiffive relaxation, not thy Diana, life
and profeflion. Voluptuoufnefs is as in-
fatiable as covetoufnefs. Tranquillity is
better than jollity, and to appeafe pain than
to invent pleafure. Our hard entrance into
the world, our miferable going out of it,
our ficknefles, difturbances, and fad ren-
counters in it, do clamoroufly tell us we
come not into the world to run a race of
delight, but to perform the fober aéts and
ferious purpofes of man; which to omit

S¢
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were foully to mifcarry in the advantage of
humanity, to play away an uniterable life,
and to have lived in vain. Forget not the
capital end, and fruftrate not the opportu-
nity of once living. Dream not of any
kind of metempfychofis* or tranfanimation,
but into thine own body, and that after a
long time ; and then alfo unto wail or blifs,
according to thy firft and fundamental life.
Upon a curricle in this world depends a
long courfe of the next, and upon a narrow
fcene here an endlefs expanfion hereafter.
In vain fome think to have an end of their
beings with their lives. Things cannot
get out of their natures, or be or not be in
defpight of their conftitutions. Rational
exiftences in heaven perifh not at all, and
but partially on earth: that which is thus
once, will in fome way be always: the firft
living human foul is ftill alive, and all ADaM
hath found no period.

1 See note %, page 65.
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&K

in glory ; fince it hath pleafed the

=3 ALMIGHTY hand to honour the
north-pole with lights above the fouth;
fince there are fome ftars fo bright that
they can hardly be looked on, fome fo dim
that they can {carce be feen, and vaft num-
bers not to be feen at all even by artificial
eyes; read thou the earth in heaven, and
things below from above. Look content-
edly upon the {cattered difference of things,
and expe& not equality, in luftre, dignity,
or perfe&tion, in regions or perfons below ;
where numerous numbers muft be content
to ftand like la&eous or nebulous ftars,
little taken notice of, or dim in their gene-
rations. All which may be contentedly
allowable in the affairs and ends of this
world, and in fufpenfion unto what will
be in the order of things hereafter, and the
new fyftem of mankind which will be in

fg INCE the ftars of heaven do differ
Sy
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the world to come ; when the laft may be
the firft, and the firft the laft; when La-
zarus may fit above Cefar, and the juft
obfcure on earth fhall fhine like the fun
in heaven; when perfonations fhall ceafe,
and hiftrioni{m of happinefs be over; when
reality fhall rule, and all fhall be as they
fhall be for ever.
f

@R IEN the Stoick faid that life -
C@ would not be accepted if it were
- J offered unto fuch as knew it,! he

fpoke too meanly of that ftate of being |
which placeth us in the form of men. It :
more depreciates the value of this life, that
men would not live it over again; for al-
though they would ftill live on, yet few or
none can endure to think of being twice
the fame men upon earth, and fome had
rather never have lived than to tread over

! Vitam nemo scciperet, fi daretur fcientibus.
Sxxaca. Firft edit.
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their days once more. Cicero in a pro-

fperous ftate had not the patience to think
of beginning in a cradle again.' Jos would
not only curfe the day of his nativity, but
alfo of his renafcency, if he were to a&t
over his difafters and the miferies of the
dunghill. But the greateft underweening
of this life is to undervalue that, unto which
this is but exordial or a paffage leading unto
it. The great advantage of this mean life
is thereby to ftand in a capacity of a better ;
for the colonies of heaven muft be drawn
| from earth, and the fons of the firft Apam
are only heirs unto the fecond. Thus
ApaM came into this world with the power
alfo of another; nor only to replenith the
earth, but the everlafting manfions of
heaven. Where we were when the foun-
dations of the earth were laid, when the
morning ftars fang together,® and all the

1 Si quis Deus mihi largiatur, ut repuerafcam et in cunis
vagiam, valde recufem. Cic. de Seneitute.
2 Job xxxviii.
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fons of Gop fhouted for joy, HE muft
anfwer who afked it; who underftands
entities of preordination, and beings yet
unbeing; who hath in his intelle& the
ideal exiftences of things, and entities be-
fore their extances. Though it looks but
like an imaginary kind of exiftency, to be
before we are; yet fince we are under the
decree or prefcience of a fure and OmnI-
POTENT PowER, it may be fomewhat more
than a non-entity, to be in that mind, unto
which all things are prefent.

¢

Y F the end of the world fhall have
the fame foregoing figns, as the
S A period of empires, ftates, and do-
minions in it, that is, corruption of man-
ners, inhuman degenerations, and deluge of
iniquities ; it may be doubted, whether
that final time be fo far off, of whofe day
and hour there can be no prefcience. But
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t while all men doubt, and none can deter-
mine how long the world fhall laft, fome
may wonder that it hath {fpun out fo long
and unto our days. For if the ALMIGHTY
had not determin’d a fixed duration unto
it, according to his mighty and merciful
defignments in it ; if he had not faid unto
it, as he did unto a part of it, hitherto fhalt
thou go and no farther; if we confider the
inceflant and cutting provocations from the
earth; it is not without amazement, how
his patience hath permitted fo long a con-
tinuance unto it; how he, who curfed the
earth in the firft days of the firft man, and
drowned it in the tenth generation after,
fthould thus laftingly contend with flefh,
and yet defer the laft flames. For fince he
is fharply provoked every moment, yet pun-
itheth to pardon, and forgives to forgive
again ; what patience could be content to
a& over fuch viciffitudes, or accept of re-
pentances which muft have after-penitences,
his goodnefs can only tell us. And furely
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if the patience of HEAVEN were not pro-
portionable unto the provocations from
earth, there needed an interceflor not only
for the fins, but the duration of this world,
and to lead it up unto the prefent compu-
tation. Without fuch a merciful longani-
mity, the heavens would never be fo aged
as to grow old like a garment. It were in
vain to infer from the do&rine of the
{phere, that the time might come, when
Capella, a noble northern ftar, would have
its motion in the Aquator ; that the north-
ern zodiacal figns would at length be the
fouthern, the fouthern the northern, and
Capricorn become our Cancer. However,
therefore, the wif{dom of the CREaTOR hath
ordered the duration of the world, yet fince
the end thereof brings the accomplifhment
.of our happinefs, fince fome would be con-
tent that it thould have no end, fince evil
men and {fpirits do fear it may be too fhort,
fince good men hope it may not be too
long; the prayer of the faints under the
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altar will be the fupplication of the right-
eous world that his mercy would abridge
their languithing expe@ation, and haften
the accomplithment of their happy ftate

to come.
?

s g HOUGH good men are often taken

; ) away from the evil to come; though
= fome in evil days have been glad
that they were old, nor long to behold the
iniquities of a wicked world, or judgments
threatened by them; yet is it no {mall
fatisfaction unto honeft minds, to leave the
world in virtuous well-temper’d times,
under a profpect of good to come, and con-
tinuation of worthy ways acceptable unto
Gop and man. Men who die in deplor-
able days, which they regretfully behold,
have not their eyes clofed with the like
content ; while they cannot avoid the
thoughts of proceeding or growing enor-
mities, difpleafing unto that SpIrIT unto
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whom they are then going, whofe honour
they defire in all times and throughout all
generations. If Lucifer could be freed from
his difmal place, he would little care though
the reft were left behind. Too many there
may be of Nero’s mind, who, if their own
turn were ferved, would not regard what
became of others;' and, when they die
themfelves, care not if all perith. But
good men’s wifhes extend beyond their
lives, for the happinefs of times to come,
and never to be known unto them. And,
therefore, while fo many queftion prayers
for the dead, they charitably pray for thofe
who are not yet alive ; they are not fo en-
vioufly ambitious to go to heaven by them-
felves: they cannot but humbly wifh, that
the little flock might be greater, the narrow
gate wider, and that, as many are called, fo
not a few might be chofen.

1 Nero often had this faying in his mouth,
*Epob ddvorros yaia pixbrw wips :
“when I am once dead, let the earth and fire be jumbled
together.”
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>4HAT a greater number of angels
’é); P8 remained in heaven, than fell from
' % it, the fchool-men will tell us;
that the number of blefled fouls will not
come fhort of that vaft number of fallen
{pirits, we have the favourable calculation
of others. 'What age or century hath fent
moft fouls unto heaven, he can tell
who vouchfafeth that honour unto them.
Though the number of the blefled muft
be complete before the world can pafs
away; yet fince the world itfelf feems in
the wane, and we have no fuch comfort-
able prognofticks of latter times; fince a
greater part of time is {pun than is to
come, and the blefled roll already much
replenithed ; happy are thofe pieties, which
follicitoufly look about, and haften to make
one of that already much filled and abbre-
viated lift to come.
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~ £z HINK not thy time fhort in this
(r, 8 world, fince the world itfelf is not
= 4 long. The created world is but a
fmall parenthefis in eternity; and a fhort
interpofition for a time between fuch a
ftate of duration, as was before it and may
be after it. And if we fhould allow of the
old tradition, that the world fhould laft fix
thoufand years, it could fcarce have the
name of old, fince the firft man lived near
a fixth part thereof, and feven Methufelahs
would exceed its whole duration. How-
ever, to palliate the fhortnefs of our lives,
and fomewhat to compenfate our brief
term in this world, it’s good to know as
much as we can of it; and alfo, fo far as
poflibly in us lieth, to hold fuch a theory
of times paft, as though we had feen the
fame. He who hath thus confidered the
world, as alfo how therein things long paft
have been anfwered by things prefent; how
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matters in one age have been acted over
in another ; and how there is nothing new
under the fun; may conceive himfelf in
fome manner to have lived from the begin-
ning, and to be as old as the world; and if
he fhould ftill live on, ’twould be but the
fame thing.
?

ASTLY ; if length of days be thy
portion, make it not thy expecta-
tion.! Reckon not upon long life:

think every day the laft, and live always

beyond thy account. He that fo often
furviveth his expe@ation lives many lives,
and will {carce complain of the fhortnefs of
his days. Time paft is gone like a thadow;
make time to come prefent. Approximate

1 Omnem crede diem tibi diluxiffe fapremum,
Grata fuperveniet quz non fperabitur hora. Hor.

Believe, that ev’ry morning’s ray

Hath lighted up thy lateft day ;

Then, if to-morrow’s fun be thine,

With double liftre fhall it fhine. Francis.
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thy latter times by prefent apprehenfions of
them: be like a neighbour unto the grave,
and think there is but little to come. And
fince there is fomething of us that will ftill
live on, join both lives together, and live in
one but for the other. He who thus or-
dereth the purpofes of this life, will never
be far from the next ; and is in fome man-
ner already in it, by a happy conformity,
and clofe apprehenfion of it. And if, as
we have elfewhere declared, any have been
fo happy, as perfonally to underftand chrif-
tian annihilation, extafy, exolution, tranf-
formation, the kifs of the fpoufe, and
ingreflion into the divine thadow, according
to myftical theology, they have already had
an handfome anticipation of heaven; the
world is in a2 manner over, and the earth in
afhes unto them. .

! In his treatife of UnrwsuriaL. Some other parts of
thefe effays are printed in a letter among Browns’s pofthu-
mous works. Thofe references to his own books prove thd'e
effays to be genuine.










